
Customs

A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

CUSTOMS

0 MISCELLANEOUS

0 1

0 1 1 Hopi So'yokos -- Ugly men visit children

0 2 1 Butter Tag -- Women marked their butter with a tag so people 
could identify whose butter they were buying.

0 3 1 Native American women who are unmarried have a headdress 
similar to men. Married women wear bright kerchiefs over their 
heads.

0 4 1 Describes whistles and drums of a native American tribe

1 COURTSHIP AND 
MARRIAGE

1 1 DATING

1 1 0 Misc
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

1 1 0 1 1 If a person places a stamp upside down on a letter, that means "I 
love You."

1 1 0 1 2

1 1 0 2 1 Married Amish men may have beards

1 1 0 3 1 Bunnelling -- Young men come a great distance to court and 
sleep in same bed as young lady with a board between them.

1 1 0 4 1 USU students can take their dates any "dam" place they want to

1 1 0 5 1 BYU rumor that co-eds try to feel for men's garments

1 1 0 6 1 Couple uses ice cream to analogize about relationship

1 1 0 7 1 Freshmen try to fit cups together to meet dates at the Cannon 
Center

1 1 0 8 1 Student contrasts dating traditions in US with the Ukraine

1 1 1 Dating Creatively

1 1 1 0 Misc

1 1 1 0 1 1 Roommates cater to girl who has a date that night

1 1 1 0 2 1 Take a bag of rocks on date. Each time date does something nice, 
remove a rock.

1 1 1 1 Invitations and 
Responses

1 1 1 1 1 1 Invitation to date dance in the form of a Mission Call.

1 1 1 1 2 1 Pumpkin Invitation.  If answer is Yes, carve a smile. If it's No, 
carve a frown.
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

1 1 1 1 3 1 Lucky Charms Invitation -- Collect certain charms and return them 
for the answer. Clovers mean No. Hearts mean Yes. Etc.

1 1 1 1 4 1 Man pretends he is shot as part of answer to date invitation and 
says "I'd die if I couldn't go to the dance with you."

1 1 1 1 5 1 Uses cake to ask boy to dance.  Puts letters of her name in 
between layers of the cake for the boy to discover as he eats it

1 1 1 1 6 1 Go to girl's bedroom and cover the floor with Hershey kisses

1 1 1 1 6 2

1 1 1 1 7 1 Use jellybeans to ask/answer a date invitation

1 1 1 1 7 2

1 1 1 1 7 3

1 1 1 1 8 1 Boy delivers roses to a girl and does a "Phantom of the Opera" 
interpretation for her

1 1 1 1 9 1 Boy sneaks a tape with a chicken song in girl's backpack and 
sets it to play during class

1 1 1 1 10 1 Girl answers date invitation with red balloons with a puzzle inside

1 1 1 1 11 1 Girl answers date invitation with a "roses are red" poem variation 
telling them to look at the ceiling where the answer was written in 
glow-in-the-dark stars

1 1 1 1 12 1 Girl makes fortune cookies to ask boy out

1 1 1 1 13 1 Boy cuts a cow heart in half to answer date invitation

1 1 1 1 14 1 Boy buries golden plates in girl's backyard and appears as angel 
Moroni to ask her to homecoming

Tuesday, February 03, 2004 Page 3 of 91



A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

1 1 1 1 15 1 Girl asks boy out with poem written in basketball lingo

1 1 1 1 16 1 Ask with goldfish "of all the fish in the sea, will you go to 
homecoming with me?"

1 1 1 1 16 2

1 1 1 1 17 1 Give the girl nuts and tell her you'll go nuts to go out with her

1 1 1 1 18 1 Call the girl you want to date "hotcakes" and make her some

1 1 1 1 19 1 Girl dumps rice all over boy's porch and says Uncle Ben wants to 
know if he will go to the dance with her

1 1 1 1 20 1 Boy uses balloons filled with tootsie rolls to ask girl out

1 1 1 1 21 1 Boys make dirty diaper to ask girls out

1 1 1 1 22 1 Boy slips invitation into box of Mike and Ikes Candy

1 1 1 1 23 1 Girl asks boy to carve "yes" or "no" into jack-o-lantern

1 1 1 1 24 1 Boys rig fan to spray confetti at girl

1 1 1 2 Creative Dates

1 1 1 2 1 1 Dinner on the median strip on Main Street.

1 1 1 2 2 1 Taking Date to the Morgue -- Body rises from casket and scares 
date.

1 1 2 Traditional Dating

1 1 2 1 1 Popular Make-out place: Katy's Corner in Dubois, Idaho

1 1 2 2 1 Popular parking places at BYU: Rock Canyon, Utah Lake, and 
Bridal Veil Falls
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

1 1 2 3 1 A submarine race is another term for parking. They take place in 
secluded areas.

1 1 2 4 1 Riding up Gravity Hill on a date.- When going down Gravity Hill, 
you feel that you are going up.

1 1 2 5 1 Take date to "Weeping Woman" in cemetery.  Tell date that if she 
listens carefully she can hear her crying.

1 1 2 6 1 Take date to Atomic plant where light bolts occasionally flash 
across the wire.

1 1 2 7 1 Serious couples visit the Provo temple on dates.

1 1 2 8 1 Using the computer to ask someone to BYU's preference.

1 1 3 Kissing and 
Engagement Games

1 1 3 1 1 Steak Dinner is purchased for roommates of girl who gets 
engaged.

1 1 3 1 2 Steak means you are engaged.

1 1 3 1 3

1 1 3 1 4

1 1 3 2 1 Engaged girls owe roommates Banana Splits.

1 1 3 2 2

1 1 3 2 3

1 1 3 2 4

1 1 3 2 5
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

1 1 3 2 6

1 1 3 2 7

1 1 3 3 1 Roommates chant "I Scream, You Scream, We All Scream For Ice 
Cream" as girl returns from her date.

1 1 3 3 2

1 1 3 4 1 Tape empty Ice Cream carton to door when roommate returns 
with date

1 1 3 4 2

1 1 3 5 1 If a person is hugged they owe their roommates doughnuts.

1 1 3 6 1 If a man puts his arm around you, you owe roommates an ice 
cream.

1 1 3 7 1 When you hold hands with a boy, you owe your roommates 
Popsicles.

1 1 3 7 2

1 1 3 8 1 Owe M&M's to roommates when you hold hands with a new 
person.

1 1 3 8 2

1 1 3 8 3

1 1 3 9 1 If he kisses you, you owe your roommates Oreo Cookies.

1 1 3 10 1 When you kiss a boy for the first time, you owe your roommates 
ice cream

1 1 3 10 2
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

1 1 3 10 3

1 1 3 10 4

1 1 3 10 5

1 1 3 10 6

1 1 3 10 7

1 1 3 10 8

1 1 3 10 9

1 1 3 10 10

1 1 3 11 1 Choo Choo -- everyone in line gets a kiss but the last person in 
line gets slapped.

1 1 3 12 1 Exploding Straws.  If boy can make straw explode, girl owes boy 
a kiss.

1 1 3 13 1 Mr. Salt Lake City:  Blindfolded girl judges four different kisses

1 1 3 14 1 Railroad crossing kiss:  When stopped at railroad crossing, driver 
collects a kiss.

1 1 3 15 1 Grandma's House:  Stops in front of "Grandma's House" to get a 
kiss.

1 1 3 16 1 Tail Light Kiss -- Called "Perdot. " Kiss when someone finds a tail 
light out on a car

1 1 3 16 2

1 1 3 17 1 Head light kiss -- Called "Perdittle."  Collect a kiss when you spot 
a missing head light.
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

1 1 3 17 2

1 1 3 17 3

1 1 4 Showing Intentions

1 1 4 1 1 Bargain with father for girl you love.  Man offers father a certain 
number of pigs.

1 1 4 2 1 Man shoots a deer and gives it to the woman he wants to marry.

1 1 4 3 1 Serenade the woman you love.

1 1 4 4 1 Man puts a flower on the door of woman he loves.

1 1 4 5 1 Woman offers man she wants to marry cornbread and a basket 
of meal she ground.

1 2 ENGAGEMENT

1 2 0 Misc

1 2 0 1 1 Acceptable Engagement Period.  Woman believes Mormon 
engagements too short.

1 2 0 1 2 In Greece, couples must be engaged for at least 2 yrs.

1 2 0 2 1 Man must ask father for daughter's hand in marriage

1 2 0 3 1 Couple must ask church congregation if anyone objects to 
marriage

1 2 0 4 1 Women can propose during Leap Year

1 2 1 Proposals

1 2 1 1 1 Place engagement ring in a Cracker Jack box
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

1 2 1 2 1 Waiter brings ring out with dessert.

1 2 2 1 1 Candle passing -- Candle with ring attached is passed around 
among women. Woman who ring belongs to blows out the candle.

1 2 2 1 2

1 2 2 1 3

1 2 2 1 4

1 2 2 1 5

1 2 2 1 6

1 2 2 1 7

1 2 2 1 8

1 2 2 1 9

1 2 2 1 10

1 2 2 1 11

1 2 2 1 12

1 2 2 1 13

1 2 2 1 14

1 2 2 1 15

1 2 2 1 16

1 2 2 1 17
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

1 2 2 1 18

1 2 2 1 19

1 2 2 1 20

1 2 2 1 21

1 2 2 1 22

1 2 2 1 23

1 2 2 1 24

1 2 2 1 25

1 2 2 1 26

1 2 2 1 27

1 2 2 1 28

1 2 2 1 29

1 2 2 1 30

1 2 2 1 31

1 2 2 1 32

1 2 2 1 33

1 2 2 1 34

1 2 2 1 35

1 2 2 1 36
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

1 2 2 1 37

1 2 2 1 38

1 2 2 2 1 Candle passing as a proposal.  Man comes behind girl he wants 
to propose to and blows out candle.

1 2 2 2 2

1 2 2 2 3

1 2 2 2 4

1 2 2 2 5

1 2 2 2 6

1 2 2 2 7

1 2 2 3 1 April Fools Candle passing

1 2 2 4 1 Men go in drag to candle passing

1 2 2 5 1 Wrong girl blows out the candle

1 2 2 6 1 Anniversary candle passing

1 2 2 7 1 Head Resident holds candle passing and tells how she met 
husband

1 2 2 8 1 Candle passing to announce pregnancy

1 2 2 9 1 General Authorities said candle passing too Catholic

1 2 2 10 1 Temple passing:  Pass a picture of the temple rather than a candle

1 2 2 11 1 Passing chocolates to announce engagement
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

1 2 2 11 2

1 2 2 12 1 Rose passing

1 2 3 Pre-wedding Parties

1 2 3 1 1 Trousseau Tea:  Engaged woman invites friends over to look at 
her trousseau

1 2 3 2 1 Bridal Shower Game:  Each guest tells about themselves and 
something about bride.

1 2 3 3 1 Ribbons from Bridal Shower gifts placed on bride.  Fiancé can 
kiss all the ribbons off bride (If he's not too shy).

1 2 3 4 1 Bridal shower game --  word scramble

1 2 3 5 1 Holiday Bridal Shower:  Each guest brings something to do with a 
holiday tradition.

1 2 3 6 1 Hand paste placed on guests of bridal party

1 2 4 Pre-Wedding 
Activities

1 2 4 1 1 Chinese Sundae:  Night before wedding family shares a huge 
sundae.

1 2 4 2 1 Engaged man thrown in Botany Pond by Roommates

1 3 THE WEDDING

1 3 1 The Dress

1 3 1 1 1 Something Old, Something New -- what bride should wear

1 3 1 2 1 Wedding dress colors:  White dress represents purity. Chinese 
women wear red.
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

1 3 2 The Wedding Ring

1 3 2 1 1 Greeks inscribe rings with name and wedding date

1 3 3 The Bridal Bouquet

1 3 3 1 1 For a long happy marriage, remove a flower from bridal bouquet

1 3 4 The Wedding Cake

1 3 4 1 1 Norwegian Wedding Cake:  Conical shaped cake with streamers 
attached to top.

1 3 4 2 1 Bride and groom eat some cake and then serve quests

1 3 5 Wedding Gifts

1 3 5 1 1 Wedding Ducks -- when ducks face each other wife is happy 
with husband. When facing away, couple is having trouble.

1 3 5 2 1 Wedding song written for each married couple in family

1 3 5 3 1 Money for dinner placed in a frozen dinner container

1 3 5 4 1 Money given to bride and groom

1 3 5 4 2

1 3 5 5 1 Pin money to bride's veil and get a kiss

1 3 5 6 1 Place money in couple's hubcaps

1 3 6 1 1 Wedding Brunch:  Luncheon held after the wedding.

1 3 7 1 1 Wedding Reception
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

1 3 7 2 1 Bride and groom must kiss when guests tap glasses with 
silverware

1 3 8 1 1 Newlywed Procession:  Bride and Groom escorted out of town.

1 3 9 Dancing at Weddings

1 3 9 1 1 Older sibling dances in pig trough if younger sibling marries first

1 3 9 1 2

1 3 9 1 3

1 3 10 Shiverees, Reveries 
and Wedding Night 
Pranks

1 3 10 1 1 Chivareeing at weddings:  Make noise and keep the couple apart 
on their wedding night.

1 3 10 2 1 After making noise, friends come in and eat and stay a LONG time.

1 3 10 3 1 Hide bride from groom.

1 3 10 4 1 Friends hide under couple's bed with tape-recorders and 
notebooks

1 3 10 5 1 Friends stay the night with the newly married couple

1 3 10 6 1 While couple on honeymoon, car built in bedroom and room 
bricked in

1 3 10 7 1 Brake and horn wires switched on Newlywed's car

1 3 10 8 1 Place bed on top of chimney and fill the house with chickens and 
feed. The couple has no place to rest.
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

1 3 11 The Honeymoon

1 3 11 1 1 Couple should have two bottles of champagne on honeymoon

1 3 12 Husband/Wife 
Relations

1 3 12 1 1 1 Wife is "traditional" Japanese wife for company

1 3 12 2 1 If wife is unfaithful, husband may throw her to her death

1 3 12 3 1 Placement of Wedding Ducks indicates status of relationship

2 FAMILY 
TRADITIONS

2 1 CHILDREN

2 1 0 Misc

2 1 0 1 1 Snuggle Bunny -- child tucked into bed. Once tucked, looks like 
bunny

2 1 0 2 1 Brigham Bed -- special bed made for children on camping trips

2 1 1 Naming

2 1 1 1 1 Give child father's first name followed by "Son" or "dottir"

2 1 1 2 1 First born son of family named Albert

2 1 1 3 1 Every family member has a nickname

2 1 2 Child-rearing

2 1 2 0 Misc
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

2 1 2 0 1 1 Exposing a deformed or female child to the cold until it dies

2 1 2 0 2 1 Parents give their first child to their parents to raise

2 1 2 1 Babies

2 1 2 1 1 Family court held when children break house rules

2 1 2 1 1 1 Baby Shower Game -- find hidden baby words in sentences

2 1 2 1 2 1 Each baby comes home from hospital in a special hat

2 1 2 1 3 1 Traditional Baby Blessing Outfits

2 1 2 1 4 1 Child given a moccasin with a hole in the bottom

2 1 2 1 5 1 Woman has tradition for feeding daughter

2 1 2 2 Discipline

2 1 2 2 2 1 When child misbehaves, hit them on the head

2 1 2 2 3 1 Children have to sing when they fight

2 1 2 2 4 1 When children fight, Grandmother sings

2 1 2 2 4 1 When child complains about an injury, step on their foot.

2 1 2 3 Pulling Teeth / Tooth 
Fairy

2 1 2 3 1 1 Tie string to loose tooth and door knob. Close door

2 1 2 3 2 1 Parent removes loose tooth with hanky

2 1 2 3 3 1 Put tooth under pillow and fairy will bring you a coin
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

2 1 2 3 3 2

2 1 2 3 3 3

2 1 2 3 4 1 Put tooth in glass of water and, if good, fairy will put money there

2 2 Family

2 2 0 1 1 First day of spring family sits on car and eats cereal

2 2 0 2 1 At family get-togethers children confess things they did

2 2 0 4 1 Every Saturday night the children bathe

2 2 0 4 1 Boys had to wait for driver's license until they get their Eagle 
Scout Award

2 2 0 5 1 Each child has a certain place at the dinner table, TV, and car

2 2 0 6 1 Husband and wife watch Seinfeld together every night while 
eating dinner

2 2 0 7 1 Children spin each other around on egg chair

2 2 0 8 1 Iranian Family Practices-Female subservience

2 2 1 Meals, Eating, and 
Family Foods

2 2 1 1 1 Family eats huge sundae together before special events

2 2 1 2 1 Father makes Swedish pancakes for family on holidays

2 2 1 3 1 On special occasions, Father makes Indonesian food

2 2 1 4 1 Every Sunday, the family has tacos for dinner.
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

2 2 1 5 1 On Sunday, Father dishes up everyone's food.

2 2 1 6 1 Family took yearly trip to grandparent's ranch to butcher and 
barbecue a cow

2 2 1 7 1 Father would give "hocus pocus" treats for being good

2 2 1 8 1 At the dinner table, one person puts their finger by the side of 
their nose and waits for the others to notice. The last family 
member to make the gesture is the "pig"

2 2 1 9 1 Mother makes honey candy during the winter. "Only a Helquist 
can pull it right"

2 2 1 10 1 Informant's Uncle always brings a pickled Herring to Christmas -- 
No one eats it

2 2 1 11 1 In the Fall the family held a bonfire with the leaves and branches, 
then the children would get potatoes and cook them in the bonfire

2 2 1 12 1 Anyone who needs the "TLC" or has a holiday is entitled to 
breakfast in bed

2 2 1 13 1 Family has waffles for dinner to break their fast

2 2 2 Economy

2 2 2 1 1 Only squeeze necessary amount of toothpaste -- don't waste

2 2 2 2 1 Oyster Stew inexpensive way to feed a large family

2 2 2 3 1 Making your own liquid soap to save money

2 2 3 Work

2 2 3 1 1 Odd-manning -- each person flips a coin and odd person does 
work
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

2 2 3 2 1 Passing the buck -- the oldest child asks next one to do a task

2 2 3 3 1 Rise before the sun and work a full day, until sun goes down

2 2 3 4 1 During the summer, each daughter cooks for the entire week

2 2 4 Music

2 2 4 1 1 Every child plays an instrument

2 2 4 1 2

2 2 4 2 1 Family sings Handel's Messiah on family car trips

2 2 4 3 1 Happy Family song changed and names of family inserted

2 2 4 4 1 The family "Beaver Call"

2 2 4 5 1 When the family gets together they always sing

2 2 5 Stories

2 2 5 1 1 Stories told every night before bed

2 2 5 2 1

2 2 5 3 1 Parents called dip in the road on the way to Delta the shortest 
mile on the planet

2 2 6 Communication

2 2 6 1 1 Family letter -- siblings scattered across US send frequent letters

2 2 6 2 1 Family writes love notes and places them in baggage of person 
leaving

2 2 7 Family Home Evening
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

2 2 7 1 1 Candy Bar Game -- when person rolls either 1 or 6 they can take 
a candy bar either from the center pile or from someone else.

2 2 7 2 1 Holding FHE each Monday and rotating assignments

2 2 8 RHYMES AND 
RIDDLES

2 2 8 1 1 Rhyme was repeated before swatting a fly with a fly swatter

2 2 8 2 1 Rhyme sang to children while they were being medicated with 
nasty tasting syrup

2 2 8 3 1 Rhyme about the moon sang by little old grandma

2 2 8 4 1 Father recited little rhymes to children

2 2 8 5 1 Father told riddles to get kids to do chores

2 2 8 6 1 Chant to announce a black person and a white person were 
engaged in combat in elementary school

2 2 8 7 1 Lock fingers and repeat rhyme when two people say the same 
thing

2 3 HERITAGE

2 3 1 Family Ghosts

2 3 1 1 1 Family ghost blamed for mysterious happenings and mischief

2 3 1 2 1

2 3 1 3 1

2 3 2 Family Pranks and 
Jokes
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

2 3 2 1 1 Tracks placed in snow. Person follows them and discovers it's a 
prank

2 3 2 2 1 Send person on an errand and take their seat

2 3 2 3 1 Ask child to pull finger. When child does, pass gas.

2 3 2 4 1 Place a horse dressed in nightgown in parent's bed

2 3 2 5 1 Lick frosting from largest piece of cake

2 3 2 6 1 Scare sisters by making them think a stranger is on the stairs

2 3 3 Family Reunions

2 3 3 1 1 Hold three day reunions every two years

2 3 3 2 1 Dumb Rooster act

2 3 3 3 1 Reunion held every year at Bear Lake

2 3 4 Material Culture

2 3 4 1 1 Grandmother had a drawer with gifts in it

2 3 4 2 1 A closet filled with gifts for various occasions

2 3 4 3 1 China cabinet passed down among females

2 3 4 4 1 Grandmother cross-stitches a baby sampler for each new 
Grandchild

2 3 4 5 1 Wedding ring passed to second daughter in family

2 3 4 6 1 Pass wedding ring to granddaughter

2 3 4 7 1 When girl turns 16 she gets a garnet ring.
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

2 3 4 8 1 Song quilt: Quilt with parts of songs stitched on it given to 5 yr old

2 3 4 9 1 Rocking Chair passed down to daughters

2 3 4 10 1 Grandma's Apron -- Had several pockets filled with gifts

2 3 4 11 1 Potted plant and bananas given to person leaving on a trip

2 3 4 12 1 Grandmother had a button collection

2 4 Religion and Family

2 4 1 Baptism

2 4 1 1 1 Pre-baptism family preparations

2 4 1 2 1 Picture taken of child as comes out of waters of baptism

2 4 2 Prayers

2 4 2 1 1 Dinner prayer said in different languages

2 4 2 2 1 Family holds hands during prayer

2 4 2 3 1 Deciding who says the prayer

2 4 2 4 1 After prayer chant -- "Beats Going Without"

2 4 2 4 2 After prayer chant -- "Sure Love Ya"

2 4 2 4 3 After prayer chant -- Guten Appetite

2 4 2 5 1 Each child given Father's blessing at start of school year

2 4 2 6 1 Blessing the Birthday person during meal

2 4 2 6 2 Dinner prayer centers on Birthday person
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FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

2 4 2 7 1 Family joins hands to offer a blessing on the food

2 4 2 7 2 Grandma offers Latin prayer

2 4 2 8 1 Family says "Boomdidee, Boomdidee, Boomdidee" while hitting 
each other's bums before saying family prayer

2 4 3 1 1 Missionary Missionaries make announcements of where they are going to 
send to family members

2 4 3 2 1 Family throws a homecoming potluck for family when the 
missionary returns

2 4 4 1 1 Each Conference Sunday the informant makes a new kind of 
cheesecake

2 4 4 2 1 Women make chocolate chip cookies during Priesthood session 
for all family members to eat afterward

2 5 FAMILY TRADITIONS Television

2 5 1 1 Family bought Orange Crushes and pinwheel cookies to watch 
"The Wagon Train"

2 5 2 1 Husband and Wife memorize Seinfeld and watch it together 
everyday

3 AVOCATION

3 1 Organizations

3 1 1 Initiation and Pranks

3 1 1 1 1 First Campfire of Camp

3 1 1 1 1 Initiate cannot take off clothes for two weeks

3 2 Bets
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

3 2 0 Misc

3 2 0 1 1 Bets made as to when barrel placed on ice will reach shore in 
Spring

3 2 1 1 1 Betting on the world series among family members

3 2 2 1 1 Bowling team bets on who will get best score of evening

3 3 Camp

3 3 0 Misc

3 3 0 1 1 Camp director cries "No more Rice Crispies . . . "

3 3 0 2 1 At campfire, tell stories about Oliver and pass around his parts

3 3 0 3 1 Summiteer News - tells of younger campers' embarrassing 
moments

3 3 0 4 1 Send clingy camper on long errands

3 3 0 5 1 Tell scary story about Susie Sour Blood to frighten girls

3 3 1 Camp Ceremonies

3 3 1 1 2 First Campfire -- ashes from last year poured onto new fire

3 3 1 2 1 Pine Cone Ceremony -- girls burn pine cone symbolic of bad habit

3 3 1 3 1 Legend Night -- taken to a site at night and legend told by princess

3 3 1 4 1 Rose Night -- One girl selected Rose, "Friendliest Girl at Camp"

3 3 1 5 1 Testimony bearing last night of camp

3 3 2 Initiations and Pranks
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FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

3 3 2 1 1 Camper's Prayer -- new girls say prayer with behind in air.

3 3 2 2 1 Snipe Hunt - new people chase a fictitious animal

3 3 2 2 2

3 3 2 2 3

3 3 2 2 4

3 3 2 2 5

3 3 2 2 6

3 3 2 2 7

3 3 2 2 8

3 3 2 2 9

3 3 2 2 10

3 3 2 2 11

3 3 2 3 1 Branding Iron.  Branding iron placed in fire but ice put on behind 
instead.

3 3 2 4 1 Animal Droppings. Scout Master eats "droppings" in front of new 
scouts

3 3 2 5 1 Sneak Indian - Everyone told to hide. One hides all night while 
others go back to camp to sleep

3 3 2 6 1 Underclothes placed on flag pole

3 3 2 7 1 Boys raid or round the girls camp. Round=Sneak in and kiss all 
the girls. Raid=play tricks on the girls
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A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

3 3 2 8 1 Dead Man's Trail - New girls left alone on trail where they where 
told others had been murdered

3 3 2 9 1 First year campers are greenies. Their pinkies are dyed green. 
They have to eat a cup of spinach, etc.

3 3 2 10 1 Place Nair in shampoo bottle

3 3 2 11 1 Place bouillon cubes in shower head.

3 3 2 12 1 Place band-aids over person's eyes while sleeping. They wake 
up blind.

3 3 2 13 1 Measuring for a Coffin - Blinded folded person is measured. At 
the end, water is poured down his/her pant leg.

3 3 2 14 1 Obstacle Course - New girls go through obstacle course. Then 
they are blindfolded and told to do the course again. Obstacles 
are removed.

3 3 2 15 1 The Blanket - new girl placed under blanket and told "You have 
something on that I want. Take it off and give it to me." Girl is 
naked before she realizes they want the blanket

3 3 2 17 1 Scouts must spit out watermelon seeds

3 3 2 18 1 Father makes flour mush and forces future sons-in-law to eat the 
mush without spitting it out

3 3 3 1 1 Camp Skits The ugliest man

3 3 3 2 1 Jackass

3 3 3 3 1 Lawnmower, "The Big Jerk"

3 4 Dance

3 4 0 Misc
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3 4 0 1 1 Girls were blindfolded and told to make their way through the 
camp

3 4 0 1 1 Rabbit Dance

3 4 0 2 1 The Sword Dance - Victory dance performed by Scottish soldiers

3 4 0 3 1 Community dance on Florida - Kill a hog and square dance all night

3 4 0 4 1 May Pole Dance - Dance with streamers attached to pole on May 
1

3 4 0 5 1 Sally Waters - Dance performed by children of the community.

3 4 0 6 1 The Berlin Polka - Dance performed by children of the community

3 4 0 6 1 Senior Tap class used this step in their routines

3 4 0 7 1 Senior tap student made up this dance step for her final

3 4 1 Native American 
Dances

3 4 1 1 1 The Bear Dance - To celebrate the survival of another winter

3 4 1 1 2 The Sun Dance - Solemn dance meant to bring health and good 
fortune to families

3 4 1 1 3 The Warm Dance - Playful dance asking for weather to warm up.

3 4 1 1 4 Owl Dance - Dance where boys and girls can dance together. A 
Social Dance

3 4 1 1 5 War Dance - Originally for war preparation. Now for 
entertainment.

3 4 2 New Zealand Dance
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3 4 2 1 1 Haka - Maori war dance. Used by BYU Rugby team before games.

3 4 3 Greek Dances

3 4 3 1 1 Mizzerlou - Post-war dance performed by war widows. Dance 
themselves off a cliff

3 4 4 Portugal

3 4 4 1 1 Chamarita - Celebratory dance

3 4 5 Italian Dances

3 4 5 1 1 The Pillow Dance -- a Courtship Dance

3 5 Hunting

3 5 1 Rituals

3 5 1 1 1 Wears same hunting clothes and uses same rifle for good luck

3 5 1 1 2 Hunter must drink the blood of first buck he/she kills

3 5 1 1 3 If person doesn't kill a deer, s/he must shoot an article of clothing 
and wear it.

3 5 2 Hunting Food

3 5 2 1 1 Bury cans of food at annual campsite. Next year dig it up and eat 
it.

3 5 2 1 2 Second day of hunt, dinner is fried liver of first deer killed

3 5 3 Hunting Pranks

3 5 3 1 1 Steal defecate as man relieves himself. When he turns to look at 
his defecate, he finds it missing.
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3 6 Sports

3 6 0 Misc

3 6 0 1 1 Stealing the School Rock

3 6 0 2 1 Dog piling freshman members of Boys Athletic Club.

3 6 0 3 1 Mountain bikers have special course

3 6 1 Baseball/Softball

3 6 1 1 1 Dressing for Good Luck - Wear baseball socks over regular 
socks during the day and have bandage on inside of favorite 
baseball cap

3 6 1 2 1 Clothes for Baseball try-outs.

3 6 1 3 1 Bat taping. Batters change grip when they are in a batting slump

3 6 1 4 1 Rally Caps - caps worn inside out, bills tipped up and worn 
backwards. Worn for good luck.

3 6 1 5 1 Cheer for other team at the end of the game whether they won or 
lost. It shows good sportsmanship.

3 6 1 6 1 Fingers wrapped for good luck

3 6 1 7 1 Special method of tying shoes for good luck

3 6 1 8 1 Uniform should have lucky number on it.

3 6 1 9 1 Take an aspirin before leaving for game for good luck

3 6 1 10 1 Players sit on their lucky spot on the bench
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3 6 1 11 1 Once in batter's box, make indentation for foot, scuff dirt, and 
stare down pitcher while talking to catcher.

3 6 2 Football/Rugby

3 6 2 1 1 BYU football players heckle each other. Upperclassman heckle 
the freshman a great deal.

3 6 2 2 1 New football players are given a swirly. For a "swirly," the 
person's head is placed in the toilet & the toilet is flushed.

3 6 2 3 1 Blackballing a new team member. When the person is naked, he 
is grabbed and his testicles are covered with black shoe polish

3 6 2 4 1 After the player has scored on his first try in rugby he is required 
to strip

3 6 3 Cross-country

3 6 3 1 1 Detailed cross-country good luck rituals.

3 6 4 Tennis

3 6 4 1 1 After winning an away game match, steal the tennis ball you 
made the winning point with. Next week during practice, play 
with stolen ball.

3 6 4 2 1 Never serve the same ball twice in a row or you will double fault.

3 6 5 Fishing

3 6 5 1 1 When it's windy one should fish. Wind comes up and more fish 
come to the surface and are easier to net.

3 6 5 2 1 Fly tying circle -- ladies get together two Tuesdays of the month 
and tie flies

3 6 6 Weight Lifting
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3 6 6 1 1 Weight lifters wear a favorite cap to the gym and when lifting 
their maximum weight they turn the bill to the back.

3 6 7 Swimming

3 6 7 1 1 Whenever they won a swim meet, they pushed the coach and 
assistant in the pool.

3 6 8 Karate

3 6 8 1 1 Karate belts must never be washed and must never touch the 
ground

3 6 8 2 1 Karate outfit must be patched until it is worn out.

3 6 8 3 1 Whenever one enters or leaves classroom, one must bow at the 
door.

3 6 8 4 1 If person comes late to class, s/he cannot participate in class until 
a higher belt bows to him.

3 6 8 5 1 If one bows to someone of the same rank, they should bow at 
the same level and maintain eye contact

3 6 8 6 1 When bowing to someone of a higher rank, one should bow 
lower or deeper.

3 6 8 7 1 One's Sensei (or Master) is the only person one bows very 
deeply to without maintaining eye contact.

3 6 8 8 1 After class, the class lines up according to rank.  Girls are 
always placed at the end of their rank.

3 6 8 9 1 At the end of class, the teacher and the class bow to each 
other.  Then class faces East and bows. Then they bow "Thank 
You"
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3 6 9 1 1 Golf When a man has to hit his drive past the ladies tees, he has to 
play the rest of the hole with his pants down

3 6 10 1 1 Lacrosse Take advantage when no one covers you

3 7 Travel

3 7 0 Misc

3 7 0 1 1 Floridians do not use windshield wipers when it is raining 
because they want to "appear cool" to Northern tourist.

3 7 0 2 1 Flowers are thrown on the water when someone is leaving on a 
trip to assure their safe return.

3 7 0 3 1 British Columbians give American tourist incorrect directions.

3 7 1 1 1 When driving over a cattle guard, one must lift one's feet and yell 
"cattle guard". If someone doesn't, everyone gets to pinch him/her.

3 7 1 2 1 When passing over a bridge or under a bridge, one should hold 
breath for duration of the bridge/tunnel and make a wish.

3 8 Gardening

3 8 1 1 Bury cabbage upside down with roots sticking out. They will 
freeze and be preserved through the winter.

3 8 2 1 Put fish in hole before transplanting tomato plants. It makes them 
more fertile.

3 9 Flying

3 9 1 1 After first solo flight, the person who flew is thrown into a pool.

4 OCCUPATION

4 0 Misc
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4 0 1 1 When applying for a job, potential employee must show their 
hands to employer. If they are missing fingers, they have stolen in 
the past.

4 0 2 1 When fishing ship hauls in over a hundred thousand dollars 
worth of salmon, fisherman lashes a broom (bristles up) above 
crow's nest.

4 0 3 1 Employees know they are late if they miss the "ice run" in the 
morning

4 0 4 1 New employees of the American Junior Golfers Association must 
sing the national anthem

4 0 5 1 When coworker yells at you, it mean she likes you

4 0 6 1 Friday morning doughnuts are enjoyed by all at the office

4 1 Musician

4 1 1 1 Calls all Bass players in LA and tells them to dress in a Tux for a 
performance and to meet him at a certain corner. At least fifty 
show up as he watches from a nearby hotel.

4 2 Business

4 2 1 1 Convinced man in hunting party that there was a bear in camp.  
Man wrote about experience in company newsletter. Other men 
added a P.S. to his article telling how they tricked him.

4 2 2 1 NuSkin employees purposely ask lots of silly questions to make 
the meeting longer so they work less

4 2 3 1 When you turn in a sale, you have to wait at least two days 
before you know if the sale is good or not

4 2 4 1 Employees hold celebrations for various events
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4 2 5 1 Fridays are for relaxing at BuildTech

4 2 6 1 Melaueca employees have joke about vampires in the cosmetic 
factory

4 2 7 1 Employees hang up signs to mock boss

4 2 9 1 Department of Energy employees made up joke about past and 
former contract companies

4 3 Sales

4 3 0 1 Employees at ZCMI hold a race to see who can close down the 
registers the fastest

4 3 1 Initiation

4 3 1 1 Employees share "Worst Customer Ever" stories

4 3 1 1 1 On first day of job, sent all over the mall looking for a "Wall 
Stretcher." Finally, he returned to work where they had a little 
party for him.

4 3 1 2 1 New employee sent for pole to change message on store sign.  
Person sent all over down town looking for the non-existent pole

4 3 1 3 1 First day at amusement park, sent all over the park looking for "air-
lock key" which didn't exist.

4 4 Miner

4 4 1 1 Bet new coal miner that he can't lift a 50 pound bag of rock dust 
over his head. When he does, someone cuts bag open.

4 4 2 1 Sent new rock miner looking for drift stretcher which does not 
exist.

4 5 Oilier
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4 5 1 1 New worker is blindfolded and told to hammer object into as many 
pieces as he can. Object is new worker's hard hat.

4 6 Forestry

4 6 1 1 Tell new person to run through a nest of yellow jackets as fast 
as s/he can -- this is the worst way to go through. It attracts the 
bees.

4 7 Construction

4 7 1 1 Send new person for automatic shovel.

4 7 2 1 Construction workers have head joint joke to play on new 
workers

4 7 3 1 BYU summer worker is initiated to the woodworking business 
with a nail gun

4 8 Missionary

4 8 1 1 Employees at Sierra West jewelers have code to gibe each other 
into working hard

4 8 1 1 New Elder teaches "new" contacts who ask difficult questions 
about the church. Later, Elder discovers they are already 
members.

4 8 2 1 New Elder teaches "new" contacts who accept everything and 
agree to be baptized. The excited Elder then discovers they are 
members already

4 8 3 1 Member offers elders coffee or beer. Senior companion accepts 
to surprise of the new missionary. Later, new elder learns it was 
a trick.

4 9 Custodial
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4 9 1 1 Someone hides in another person's cleaning area and pops out to 
surprise/scare the other janitor

4 10 Lumberjack

4 10 1 1 A drunken lumberjack liked to beat the bunkhouse with a stick.  
The other lumberjacks took that stick and stirred it in the outhouse.

4 11 Mortician

4 11 1 1 Placed a tongue from a body in one of the worker's sandwiches.

4 12 Bank

4 12 1 1 When bank tellers become annoyed with customers, they go into 
a bank room and chant "I hate this bank."

4 13 Rancher

4 13 1 1 Each year family gets together and men rope, brand, and cut new 
calves while the women prepare a calf barbecue. After branding, 
there is a big feast.

4 13 2 1 Stack layers of hay bales in different direction so that mice 
wouldn't eat it and so water wouldn't soak in too far.

4 13 3 1 Describes the process of killing a pig and making sausage out of 
the meat.

4 13 3 2 Annual hog slaughter

4 13 4 1 Digging ditches to stop water from running down the hollows.  
This diverted the water, helped feed springs and seeps and 
therefore watered the stock.

4 14 Farmer

4 14 1 1 Annual family chicken slaughter
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4 15 The Service

4 15 0 Misc

4 15 0 1 1 New recruits must go through the belt line. Each new person gets 
hit on the behind by the belt of each member of the unit.

4 15 0 2 1 Pretend to hypnotize people- while person is on floor with eyes 
closed someone stands over them with pants down. When told to 
rise, person on floor hits a bare behind.

4 15 0 3 1 At Air Force ROTC Dining Out, if a person breaks a rule of the 
mess s/he must drink from the "Grog Bowl."

4 15 0 4 1 If someone calls a coin check, everyone must show their 
battalion coin. If someone doesn't have it, they must buy a round 
of drinks.

4 15 0 5 1 BYU ROTC Air Force Cadets practice "coining"

4 15 1 Basic Training

4 15 1 1 1 If a new recruit makes a mistake during boot camp, s/he has to 
run with buckets of sand on their arms.

4 15 1 2 1 During boot camp, new navy personnel told to sweep the 
sidewalk, but s/he cannot step on white stripes on sidewalk 
while sweeping.

4 15 1 3 1 If a recruit does not answer with the proper phrase, s/he is 
punished.

4 15 2 War

4 15 2 1 1 When two Toltec factions decided to do battle, they would 
prepare for war for a few years -- gathering supplies and then 
going to battle.
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4 16 Nurse

4 16 1 1 Doctor asks new nurse to go get the "Fallopian Tube." Before she 
leaves the room, she realizes it was a joke.

4 17 Secretary

4 17 1 1 All the secretaries at the McKay Institute have luncheons on 
Friday.

4 18 1 1 When a pilot flies solo for the first time, the instructor gets to cut 
his shirttails off

4 19 1 1 BYU Employees Early morning custodial crew at BYU hold Friday eating meetings

4 19 1 2 BYU janitors get together for a Friday breakfast party

4 19 2 1 Employees in the physical facilities department change "BIG 
CHEESE" to "BIG FISH" when boss' name was Herring

4 19 3 1 The scholarship office employees call any joined food "Siamese 
Twins"

4 20 1 1 Food Service Grill Workers at McDonald push the sandwich cart around and 
sing "Tequila"

4 20 2 1 Bakery workers weed out the weak ones by assigning "yucky" 
jobs

4 20 3 1 Drunk worker mixes up the doors of the men's and women's 
restrooms at the Macaroni Grill

4 20 4 1 New hostess at Denny's has to earn the right to defend himself to 
coworkers

4 20 5 1 Workers got to pick any menu item and a pie for free on their 
birthday
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4 21 1 1 Teaching Teachers at Elk Ridge Elementary School have a bull horn to 
distribute to employees to make fun of their mishaps

4 22 1 1 Recreation Bottle game worker harasses players and then gives them a prize

4 22 2 1 Riverboat guides scare coworker with a snake

4 22 3 1 Raging Waters employees rally around the story of a dead 
woman to make them practice caution at work

4 22 4 1 Camp Counselors steel each other's beds and call it "Ramboing"

5 HOUSEHOLD

5 0 Misc

5 0 1 1 Water Haul -- Three times a week in August, family would haul 
water to their home from a natural spring 5 miles away.

5 0 2 1 An Iron Eagle is placed on home when mortgage is payed off.

5 0 3 1 Place Lions on top of home.  The one with mouth open is placed 
on East and one with mouth closed placed on West.

5 1 Cleaning

5 1 1 1 Every day, women hose down and sweep the dirt road in front 
of their homes.

5 1 1 2 Scrub sidewalks with lye soap.

5 1 2 1 Each day is a cleaning day. Monday is wash day; Tuesday-
Ironing; Wednesday-baking; Saturday-scrub day.

5 2 Pranks

5 2 1 1 Put a penny in a light socket on someone's front porch and ring 
the doorbell. When person turns on light, the fuse blows.

Tuesday, February 03, 2004 Page 39 of 91



A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

5 2 2 1 Ding,Dong,Ditch or Nigger Knocking:  Knock on a door and then 
run away.

5 3 Food

5 3 0 Misc

5 3 1 Preparation

5 3 1 1 Decoration

5 3 1 1 1 Making Apple Butter -- The family gets together and spends the 
entire day making apple butter.

5 3 1 1 1 1 Pie Crust Design -- In the shape of the leaf.

5 3 1 1 1 2 Pie Crust Decoration -- Made in the shape of wheat.

5 3 1 1 1 3 Pie Crust Decoration -- Two columns of three slashes.

5 3 1 1 2 1 Initial Pancakes -- Make Initial with pancake batter in skillet.  Then 
pour batter over that to make pancake

5 3 1 2 Tips

5 3 1 2 1 1 Make Orange Juice last longer by adding extra water and vanilla 
and sugar.

5 3 1 2 2 1 To take the bitter out of a cucumber, slice the end off and rub it 
over the cut surface of cucumber.

5 3 1 2 3 1 Roll raisins in flour after soaking them so they won't sink to the 
bottom of cakes/cookies.

5 3 2 Games/Pranks

5 3 2 1 1 Tell person you are serving chicken and feed them skunk.
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5 3 2 2 1 Fill a glass with water and cover with wax paper. Place upside 
down on table. The glass cannot be removed with spilling.

5 3 3 Etiquette

5 3 3 1 1 Place knife and fork on plate in specific way to show that you 
enjoyed dinner.

5 3 4 Garden

5 3 4 1 1 Dig a trench. Fill it with straw and place cabbages upside down 
in trench. Let them freeze that way. They'll keep through the 
winter.

5 4 Hospitality

5 4 0 1 1 Children stand on the front lawn and call out the name of the 
friend they want to play with.

5 4 0 2 1 One is required to eat all the food on his/her plate.

5 4 0 3 1 The girls did the dishes -- never the boys

5 4 0 4 1 There is no eating after dinner.

5 4 0 5 1 Children should not speak until spoken to.

5 4 0 6 1 Parting gifts are only given to people one dislikes.  The gift 
expresses how glad someone is that a person is leaving.

5 4 0 7 1 Young women offer their seats to men on crowded buses.

5 4 0 8 1 When someone burps, place your thumb and your forehead and 
hold your pinky finger out like a lightening rod. If you don't, you eat 
the burp.

5 4 1 Greeting
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5 4 1 1 1 When people are first introduced, they kiss each other. Unless it 
is two men being introduced -- they shake hands.

5 4 2 Offering food or drink

5 4 2 1 1 When someone visits, the host must offer them a drink and a 
cookie or biscuit. It is rude to decline the drink.

5 4 2 2 1 One must always have something to eat for visitors or neighbors 
who may stop by.

5 4 3 Shoes

5 4 3 1 1 One should take off his/her shoes and leave them by the door.  
This illustrates that you feel comfortable in the host's home.

5 4 3 2 1 No one is allowed to go barefoot in the house.  It is unlady-like.

6 FRIENDS

6 0 Misc

6 0 1 1 Girl told to chew on a piece of meat behind a door to make her 
hair curly. The meat she was given was gristle.

6 0 2 1 Tie a purse to a string and then hide behind a bush. When 
someone bends to pick up purse, pull on string.

6 0 3 1 Neighbor boy told to watch out for kids while parents are away.  
Neighbor plays jokes on them to scare them.

6 0 4 1 Place a bag of dog poo on someone's porch and set it on fire.  
Ring and run. Person will stamp out fire and get dog poo on them.

6 1 Initiation

6 1 1 1 Must get a bra from a prostitute to join the boy's club.
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6 1 2 1 The new man thinks that everyone is going to try to ask the 
ugliest girl to dance. He picks an "ugly" one and finds he's the 
only one dancing.

6 2 Pranks

6 2 1 Cars

6 2 1 1 1 Throw strings over telephone wires and attach eggs to string.  
When cars drive by, lower string so egg hits their windshield.

6 2 1 2 1 Toilet paper car and then get car wet. In addition, pull Oreo 
cookies apart and stick them to the window. Put shaving cream 
on windows.

6 2 1 3 1 Putting shaving cream on cars.

6 2 1 4 1 Cut Oreos in half and place them on car. Cut Marshmallows in 
half and stick them to the car as well.

6 2 1 5 1 While person is on a date, let the air out of his/her tires.

6 2 1 6 1 Re-wire ignition switch with the horn. When person turns on car 
the horn starts honking.

6 2 1 7 1 Tie a dead skunk to a string and put it in the road.

6 2 1 8 1 Driving across lawns and making ruts in other's lawn.

6 2 2 Food

6 2 2 1 1 Make brownies with Ex-lax in them.

6 2 2 2 1 Roommates would embarrass roommate by alluding to their 
receiving ice cream for kissing the date

6 2 2 3 1 Roommates discuss different ways to eat artichokes
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6 2 3 Pranks on Sleepers

6 2 3 1 1 Place shaving cream on sleeping persons nose. Tickle them 
under the nose with a feather. As sleeper scratches his/her 
nose, s/he spreads shaving cream all over.

6 2 3 2 1 Take sleeping persons underwear. Get it wet and freeze it.

6 2 4 Set-ups

6 2 4 1 1 Get person to ask another person a question to which they 
receive an embarrassing reply.

6 2 4 1 2 Get someone to ask someone else about their mother's piano 
playing.  Person replies "My mother had her fingers mutilated 10 
years ago."

6 2 4 1 3 Ask "Did you get my letter?" When person says no, stomp on 
his/her foot and say "I must have forgotten to stamp it."

6 2 4 2 1 Convince someone that a burr is a porcupine egg and that person 
has to hold it in under his/her arm pit to incubate it.

6 2 5 Scary Pranks

6 2 5 1 1 Take "new" people to old country road by cemetery and tell them 
a man shot a bunch of kids there.

6 2 5 2 1 Man with a mask follows woman home from church.  She later 
learns it was her friend trying to scare her. It worked.

6 2 5 3 1 Throw a de-fanged rattle snake into the car of people who were 
teasing them.

6 2 5 4 1 Shoot another man's horse in front of friends. Friends flee in 
terror. They don't know the farmer asked you to do it because 
horse was old.
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6 2 5 5 1 Visit "Devil Worshippers" in park (they are really statues) and 
scare newcomer.

6 2 6 Toilet Papering

6 2 6 1 1 Toilet paper the house of someone you don't like.  Best to TP on a 
wet night because it makes it harder to clean up.

6 2 6 1 2 Toilet paper house of someone you don't like or someone you like 
a lot.

6 3 Gestures

6 3 1 1 King's X - Crossing first two fingers of one's hand. If done in 
silence, meant one was lying. Done openly, meant one was 
asking for a temporary truce in a game.

6 3 2 1 The Horns - Point at the person you wish to insult with the first 
and fourth fingers, curling the second and third. Palm is parallel to 
floor.

6 3 3 1 Make a circle with the thumb and forefinger of one hand and point 
forefinger of other hand through circle. This means "Every single 
dirty word in the book."

6 3 4 1 Place hand in front of face, palm to face, then wave from left to 
right several times. Means that someone is crazy or short-sighted.

6 3 5 1 Salute to the Marlboro Man -- whenever you pass a picture of the 
Marlboro Man, you tips your hat -- even if you doesn't have one 
on.

6 3 6 1 Pig Face - Place index and middle finger over eyes. Nose 
protrudes between the fingers. Make grunting pig noise. Done 
when someone eats something fattening.

6 4 Handshakes
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6 4 1 1 Grip made by clasping right hands at the thumb and wrapping the 
four fingers around the lower fleshy part of the thumb.

6 4 2 1 Cool Breeze - Hands clenched and moved back and forth several 
times while saying "cool breeze" several times. Done by members 
of "in" group.

6 4 3 1 Receiver puts palm up and parallel to ground. Giver puts his/her 
index finger in receiver's palm. Then shake is reciprocated.

6 4 4 1 Pump the person's hand and say "Hi, I'm from the Heart 
Association."

6 4 5 1 While shaking hands, make your hand go limp and say "Hi, I'm 
from the mortuary."

6 4 6 1 Pull the person's hand up to your shoulder and put your other 
hand underneath their elbow, making it look like a gun.

6 4 7 1 While shaking hands, make your hand flop around and say "I'm 
from FFA -- Future Fisherman of America."

6 4 8 1 Grab person's thumb and squeeze it like you were milking a cow.  
Then say "I milk cows for a living."

7 SCHOOL

7 0 Misc

7 0 1 1 On the first day of every school year in Russia students go to 
school and then celebrate

7 0 2 1 Class rings should be worn with insignia facing away from you 
until you graduate at which time the insignia should face toward 
you.

7 0 3 1 Father gives children a blessing and mother types it to begin each 
school year
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7 1 Secondary Education

7 1 1 Occurrences

7 1 1 1 1 The school drinking spot is called Budweiser. The spot is remote 
so that parents and police cannot catch kids drinking.

7 1 1 2 1 Junior girls make arches of roses which seniors run through 
after graduation speeches.

7 1 1 3 1 "Homecoming Mums" huge mass of ribbons and teddy bears etc 
given to homecoming date. She wears it to the game. To the 
dance she gets a regular corsage.

7 1 1 4 1 Description of the night before the homecoming game which 
consists of a bonfire, dancing, and speeches

7 1 1 5 1 Night before game between rival schools, the two schools try to 
egg each other's school buildings.

7 1 1 6 1 Spirit boxes (decorated shoe boxes filled with candy) given to 
freshman who made top band on the day of their first football 
game.

7 1 1 7 1 Description of Pep Club try-outs.

7 1 2 Initiation

7 1 2 1 1 Initiation into Pep club. New girl comes in blindfolded. The older 
girls stand around her as she repeats the Pep Club pledge.

7 1 2 2 1 Initiation into drill team - during slumber party new girls were 
blindfolded and made to feel things like bananas in a toilet bowl.

7 1 2 3 1 New member of drill team placed under a blanket and told it is 
very hot so she must take something off. When she is naked, she 
realizes that she should have taken off the blanket -- not her 
clothes
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7 1 2 4 1 Initiation to Yearbook Staff includes playing "My Aunt Emma."  
Must repeat rhyme and actions until you get it right. Person clears 
throat before showing actions.

7 1 2 5 1 Last day of school the Seniors take Freshman for a long ride and 
let them out to walk home without shoes.

7 1 2 6 1 Seventh graders made to "Push Pennies." Penny placed on the 
floor must be moved down the hall by the initiates nose.

7 1 2 7 1 Put Ex-lax in food freshman ate and then took them to the 
wilderness and handcuffed a freshman boy to a freshman girl 
and left them there over night.

7 1 2 8 1 Send initiates to the Game Room in the Basement. There is no 
basement and there is no game room.

7 1 2 9 1 Every Friday at noon the Freshman had to go around the campus 
and pick up garbage.

7 1 2 10 1 Hold a person down and pull their pants down to their ankles.  
Then expose the person to those who are watching.

7 1 2 11 1 Old letterman create something to feed to initiates. Once initiates 
throw up, they tie a string to an oyster; each initiate swallows it.

7 1 3 Pranks

7 1 3 0 Misc

7 1 3 0 1 1 Students stole "For Sale" signs from numerous homes and put 
them on the school lawn. They also listed the school in a real 
estate book.

7 1 3 0 2 1 Students rigged school bell so they could ring it from the park 
across the street. When the sheriff went up to see who was 
ringing, they wouldn't ring it. As soon as he got down, they'd ring 
it again.
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7 1 3 1 Pranks Played on 
Teachers/Administrat
ors

7 1 3 1 1 1 Kidnapped principal while he was sleeping and tied him to the 
school flagpole.

7 1 3 1 2 1 Tie band director to pole and then spray water on him. Pictures 
are taken of the director. Done to a director who is leaving.

7 1 3 1 3 1 While teacher was away, a student who hated the teacher 
ordered three tons of coal to be delivered to her backyard.

7 1 3 1 4 1 During the night, cover a teacher's car with dish soap and then 
pour bags of bird seed over the car. The soap dries and the car 
is VERY hard to clean.

7 1 3 1 5 1 Place a piece of chalk in an empty tic tac container and throw it at 
the chalk board. It sounds like a firecracker and scares the 
teacher.

7 1 3 1 6 1 Imaginary Student

7 1 3 1 6 2

7 1 3 2 Pranks Played on 
Students

7 1 3 2 1 1 Send student around the school looking for the board stretcher.  
(It doesn't exist)

7 1 3 2 2 1 Snipe Hunt - student sent beating sage brush with a stick looking 
for the snipe.

7 1 3 2 3 1 Put purple dye (school color) in all the liquid soap containers in 
school washrooms during Homecoming. Everyone who used the 
restroom has purple hands.
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7 1 3 2 4 1 Bought 100 rats, painted them the school colors, and released 
them in the school cafeteria.

7 1 3 2 5 1 Came early to class and placed 25 frogs in various places. Frogs 
appeared during class and frightened the girls.

7 2 College

7 2 0 Misc

7 2 0 1 1 Cardinal Puff - A drinking game in which players have to do an 
intricate series of table tapping, etc. all the while drinking a 16 oz 
beer.

7 2 0 3 1 Roommate plays song, puts three lead's in her mechanical pencil, 
fills her water bottle with cold water and walks out the door 
saying "If I fail this test …" whenever she takes a test

7 2 1 Initiation

7 2 1 1 1 When accepted into the University, freshman are attacked by 
Upper classman who cut their hair in clumps. Consequently, 
freshman often shave their heads after the cut.

7 2 1 2 1 Upper classmen could ask under classmen anything about the 
campus (where things were etc) and if they didn't know they 
would get demerits and eventually be sent to the "bullpen"

7 2 1 3 1 Freshman initiation into Eastern Oregon College. All freshman had 
to wear beanies. Freshman were in charge of the homecoming 
bonfire etc.

7 2 1 4 1 Initiation into college Drama Club - Initiates had to recite Hamlet act 
3 scene 2 with a sock on their right hand. If they didn't they 
would be "surprised" at the next meeting.

7 2 1 5 1 When new girls come into the dorms the older girls put water in 
their beds.
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7 2 1 6 1 When new girls come to live at the dorms, older residents lean 
buckets of water against their doors.

7 2 1 7 1 When new women move into the dorms, older residents initiate 
them into the building by filling their rooms with newspapers.

7 2 1 8 1 When new women move into the dorms, Older residents initiate 
them by tying their doors together.

7 2 1 9 1 When new women move into the dorms, older residents initiate 
them by holding blind night walks around the dorms.

7 2 1 10 1 "TRUE AGGIES" must go up to the main hill to the blue cement "A" 
and kiss a true aggie to become one; except on Halloween when 
neither person has to already be a true Aggie

7 2 2 Pranks

7 2 2 1 Played in 
Dorms/Apartments

7 2 2 1 1 1 Tell a person that you can stick a spoon to the ceiling with water.  
Try once. Let spoon drop. When person bends over to get it, pour 
water on them.

7 2 2 1 2 1 Raided another's apartment. Sewed shirt sleeves and pant legs 
shut and re-arranged furniture

7 2 2 1 2 2 Break into apartment while girls at church and put all the furniture 
from front room in a storage room.

7 2 2 1 3 1 Fill person's room from floor to ceiling with wadded up 
newspaper.

7 2 2 1 4 1 Someone hides underneath a person's bed and grabs the person 
as s/he gets into bed.
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7 2 2 1 5 1 Make Ex-lax brownies and leave them out for the upper-classmen 
to steal. Watch them line up at the restroom.

7 2 2 1 5 2 Give someone a plate of ex-lax brownies during finals week.

7 2 2 1 6 1 Take apart a car and put it together in the owner's room.

7 2 2 1 6 2 Assemble a car in person's room while s/he is out.

7 2 2 1 7 1 Shoot an old work horse in a person's room. Person will have to 
cut it up to get it out of the room

7 2 2 1 8 1 Fix phone so that when you call a person's room it won't stop 
ringing even if the person answers and hangs up.

7 2 2 1 9 1 Tape scary noises and place a tape recorder in someone's room.  
Fix tape recorded so it turns on when lights go out.

7 2 2 1 10 1 Squirt liquid dye on person's legs as s/he is showering.

7 2 2 1 11 1 Pour ice water on someone as they are drying off from a shower.

7 2 2 1 11 2 Pour ice water on someone while they are taking a shower.

7 2 2 1 12 1 Put shaving cream on ear and mouth piece of the phone. Tell 
sleeping person the phone is for them. They answer and get 
cream in their ear and mouth.

7 2 2 1 13 1 Take a record album cover and fill it with shaving cream. Slide 
opening under dorm room door and jump on the cover. Spray 
cream all over their room.

7 2 2 1 14 1 To teach roommates not to eat other people's food, a man puts 
soap in the punch.

7 2 2 1 15 1
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7 2 2 1 15 1 Take a favorite object for ransom and if owner won't pay, send 
what looks like parts of the object to them until they pay.

7 2 2 1 16 1 Move all the furniture from one room into another. When person 
returns to his/her room s/he thinks s/he's in wrong room.

7 2 2 1 17 1 Make a pool in the Men's restroom in the dorms. Have a pool party.

7 2 2 1 18 1 Take person's bed outside while person is in the shower.

7 2 2 1 19 1 Take mattress and replace it with a feminine pad. Pin a note to 
pad which says "We were just trying to help by washing your 
mattress and it shrunk."

7 2 2 1 20 1 Short-sheet someone's bed.

7 2 2 1 21 1 Place powdered sugar between the bed sheets

7 2 2 1 22 1 Everyone on the top floor flushes the toilets at the same time and 
blows the toilets out of the wall on the bottom floor.

7 2 2 1 23 1 Place pencils in door and lock person in his/her room.

7 2 2 1 24 1 Put Kool-aid on towel.  When person dries off with that towel, 
s/he becomes stained.

7 2 2 1 24 2 Put Kool-aid on towels

7 2 2 1 25 1 Place a fish head on the door knob.

7 2 2 1 26 1 Convince someone to hold a raw egg from behind a door.  Leave 
them stuck holding the egg. Person can't escape unless they drop 
and break the egg.

7 2 2 1 26 1 Place roommates bra and slip under tap water and freeze them 
while they are asleep.
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7 2 2 1 27 1 Cut up soap and dip it in chocolate. Serve to guests as 
homemade chocolates.

7 2 2 2 Pranks Played on 
Campus

7 2 2 2 1 1 Place a bra on the Maser statue at BYU. Place a sign on statue 
which says "I dreamed I found a university in my Maidenform Bra."

7 2 2 2 2 1 Place an outhouse on campus in front of library and put the name 
of the rival club on the outhouse.

7 2 2 2 3 1 Place a slightly chloroformed cat on the keyboard of the campus 
carillon.

7 2 2 2 4 1 Splice a recorded message into National Anthem which plays 
daily at 5 pm on campus.

7 2 2 2 5 1 Wrap a carrel with Saran Wrap and toilet paper.

7 2 3 Fraternity/Sorority

7 2 3 Occurrences

7 2 3 1 1 Tell initiates that they will be branded. Heat an iron to red hot heat 
in front of them and then touch them with ice.

7 2 3 2 1 Initiates stand in urinals and pretend like they are surfing.

7 2 3 3 1 Initiate undresses and puts a marshmallow in his behind and 
climbs a tree. If marshmallow drops initiate must eat it.

7 2 3 4 1 Tie initiates together and tell them to hike to the top of the 
mountain and back.

7 2 3 5 1 Get person drunk and put him on a plane with a one-way ticket.
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7 2 3 6 1 Initiates must wear beanies at all times. If beanie is left 
unattended, upperclassman hide it. One found in a glass of 
frozen water.

7 2 3 7 1 Put house manager in pond after hazing.

7 2 3 8 1 Members of Phi Gamma Delta must cut off the delta of a piece of 
pie to set it aside for the last bite. If he doesn't, he buys pie for 
everyone.

7 2 3 9 1 Scare new pledges with the Ted Bundy room. It is a storage 
closet with a Bundy doll in it.

7 2 3 10 1 "Luke The Spook" a pledge that didn't make it and so he spooks 
the frat house. Take girls into a dark room and Luke will answer 
yes/no questions by taping on the wall.

7 2 3 11 1 The Lambda Delta Sigma Sweetheart Song - LDS Sorority.  Song 
sung at candle passing

7 2 3 12 1 Kappa Phi Omega Song

7 2 3 13 1 Order a pizza for a frat party. While Pizza man is out of the car 
release his emergency brake.

7 2 3 18 1 Two boys threw their couch out the window because they did 
not like it

7 2 3 19 1 On a dare, two fraternity boys flooded a sorority; they were 
caught and had to pay for it

7 2 3 20 1 Sorority initiation involves changing clothes, going into a dark 
room and chanting, then eating refreshments

7 2 4 1 1 At Stanford, during the first full moon of Fall Semester, Freshman 
and Seniors gather on the quad. The Freshman must kiss a 
Senior.
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7 2 4 2 1 To be a True Aggie you must kiss someone (who has already 
been through this experience) on the A at midnight.

7 2 4 3 1 Every April at the University of California at Davis there is a water 
balloon fight.

7 2 4 4 1 If you run across the quad you can make the statue of Brigham 
Young do a "boogie" in the ASB windows.

7 2 4 5 1 Lighting the Y during Homecoming.

7 2 4 6 1 Alfonso Bedoia Society -- made up of single BYU law students.  
Alfonso helps them get "hot dates."

7 2 4 7 1 People steal wheel from rival team. Wheel is given to winner of 
BYU/UU football game and housed there for a year.

7 2 4 8 1 Female BYU students hold Self Indulgence Night (SIN) to mourn 
lack of "good men"

8 HOLIDAYS

8 0 Misc

8 0 1 1 The Celebration of Saint Rosalia - the faithful take a pilgrimage to 
the Pellegrino Mountains and expect miracles

8 0 2 1 Pancake Tuesday - The Tuesday before Good Friday the family 
eats sweet and savory pancakes for lunch.

8 0 3 1 Luilak Slaapzak - Celebrated in the Spring in Holland. At 3 am the 
town people bang pots and pans and march through the town.

8 0 4 1 Dia De San Andres - a day when it's legal to play practical jokes 
on anyone.

8 0 5 1 The Chocolate Man comes on January 25 to good boys and girls 
who leave money in the freezer and changes it into chocolate
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8 0 7 1 Profile of Islamic Eid in Kuwait

8 0 8 1 Friends make Jell-O during the BYU vs. Alabama game

8 1 January

8 1 0 Misc

8 1 0 1 1 The King's Cake: A cake with a small surprise baked in it.  The 
person who finds it in his/her slice is King for the day.

8 1 1 Robert Burns Day

8 1 1 1 1 January 25th celebrates the birth of Scotland's National Poet, 
Robert Burns. Celebrated with a Burns Supper of Haggis, 
mashed potatoes, mashed turnips.

8 1 2 New Year's Day

8 1 2 1 1 Spend New Year's Eve with extended family at a cabin.  Next 
morning collect firewood and roast hot dogs.

8 1 2 2 1 At Midnight family goes onto the porch and bangs pots and pans 
to ring in New Year.

8 1 2 3 1 Family meets for a big dinner and then goes to bed and lets the 
fairies clear the table and clean the dishes. In the morning, table 
and dishes are clean.

8 1 2 4 1 Friends get together and make predictions for each other for next 
year. Last year's predictions are also read.

8 1 2 5 1 Extended family gets together for games, etc. After Midnight, 
family has a big dinner.

8 1 2 6 1 Fireworks at midnight. Followed by a three day celebration.  If 
first person to visit is good and clean then you will have good luck
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8 1 2 7 1 At New Years family gathers to eat apple flap -- A Dutch apple 
fritter.

8 1 2 8 1 A grape is eaten for each stroke of the clock at Midnight.

8 1 2 9 1 For New Year have seven items that start with S placed on the 
table for good luck.

8 1 2 10 1 Leave a note and a gift for Baby New Year on New Year's Eve.  
In the morning, one finds a note and a gift from Baby New Year.

8 1 2 10 2 Leave a note and some food for Baby New Year after 
celebrating New Year's.  In the Morning, the baby has left gifts 
under the Christmas Tree.

8 1 2 11 1 Hang a stocking on New Year's Eve.  Santa's Elves will fill the 
stocking.

8 1 2 11 2 Hang stockings on New Year's Eve.  Baby New Year fills the 
stockings.

8 1 2 12 1 Leave shoes outside bedroom door.  Baby New Year fills the 
shoes with candy and presents.

8 1 2 12 2 Leave shoes next to front door on New Year's Eve.  Mother 
Goose leaves a surprise in the shoes.

8 1 2 13 1 Mother Goose comes to your home on New Year's Eve and 
leaves a gift.

8 1 2 13 2 Mrs. Pumpernickel comes to the home on New Year's Eve and 
leaves gifts and candy.

8 1 2 14 1 On New Year's Day, play the 1812 Overture outside in your 
pajamas

8 1 2 15 1 Eat Black Eyed Peas and Ham Hocks on New Year's Eve.  It 
brings good luck.
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8 1 2 15 2 Eat Black Eyed-Peas and Ham on New Year's Day.

8 1 2 15 3 Eat black eyed peas on New Year's Day.  Must eat at least a 
spoonful. It brings good luck.

8 1 2 15 4 Eat Black Eyed peas on New Year's day.  It brings good luck.

8 1 2 16 1 Place a silver dollar in the black eyed peas. The person who finds 
the silver dollar in his/her peas will have good luck through the 
New Year.

8 1 2 17 1 Eat Frankfurters and Sauerkraut for breakfast New Year's Day.

8 2 February

8 2 1 Valentine's Day

8 2 1 1 1 Secret Valentine - Family pulls names out of hat and, for the 
week before Valentine's, do nice things for Secret Valentine.

8 2 1 1 2 Gifts given to family members in secret.

8 2 1 2 1 Valentine's Cookie - mother makes each child a sugar cookie for 
each family member and leaves it by the dinner plate on 
Valentine's day.

8 2 1 3 1 Sugar cookies are made and decorated by each family member.  
They have a contest to see who is most creative.

8 2 1 4 1 Make hand made Valentine's cards and give them to widows in 
the ward and class mates.

8 2 1 4 2 Sending a home made Valentine to a friend.  Example of Valentine 
sent is included.

8 2 1 5 1 Valentine Mailboxes - made from shoeboxes and used to collect 
the valentines from class mates in grade school.
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8 2 1 6 1 Valentine's Candlelight Family Dinner.

8 2 1 7 1 Write a letter to each family member that tells why they love that 
person (as well as what's been happening in the writer's life).

8 2 1 8 1 Dad would kick the dorm, easing Valentines for kids

8 3 March

8 3 1 Saint Joseph's Day

8 3 1 1 1 On March 19th, people gather wood, make a bon fire and burn St. 
Joseph in effigy.

8 4 April

8 4 1 April Fool's Day

8 4 1 1 1 Put Shaving Cream in Sunday shoes.

8 4 1 2 1 Sew up the sleeves of family's Sunday clothes.

8 4 1 3 1 Put green food coloring the family's food.  (Green eggs, ham and 
milk for breakfast)

8 4 1 4 1 Put onions in family's hot cereal for breakfast.

8 4 1 5 1 Put salt on the cinnamon toast.

8 4 1 6 1 Serve food improper to the meal.  Example: Stew for breakfast, 
Ice Cream sandwiches for lunch, Pancakes for dinner.

8 4 1 7 1 Tell everyone that their older sibling has eloped.

8 4 1 8 1 Rubber band the sink spray handle to the on position.  When 
person turns sink on, s/he gets sprayed.
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8 4 1 10 1 Put paper in a sandwich.

8 4 1 11 1 Put Kool-Aid on towels.

8 4 1 12 1 Tell everyone in Condominium that they can't use their bathrooms 
and that they have to use the bathrooms by the pool.

8 4 2 Easter

8 4 2 1 1 Traditional Easter Meal - consists of food Jesus may have eaten.

8 4 2 2 1 Makes special bread called Pogacha and sends it to her father.

8 4 2 3 1 Easter Picnic - Each family member has a basket with treats as 
well as picnic food. They eat it together in the hills.

8 4 2 4 1 Easter Bunny leaves footprints to prove he's been there.

8 4 2 4 2 Easter Bunny leaves footprints.

8 4 2 5 1 Making and decorating Easter Baskets

8 4 2 6 1 Coloring Easter Eggs

8 4 2 6 2 Coloring Easter Eggs

8 4 2 7 1 Easter Egg Hunt:  Each child has 12 eggs with their name on 
them. They must find those eggs.

8 4 2 7 2 Children in the family must find their own Easter Baskets every 
year

8 4 2 8 1 Egg Fights - hit two hard boiled eggs together. The one that 
doesn't break wins.

8 4 2 9 1 Celebrate Easter on Saturday - must take an Easter nap so that 
the Bunny can come.
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8 4 2 10 1 Men collect, braid, and decorate willow branches which they use 
to whip the young women with.

8 4 2 11 1 Collect branches on which to hang decorated egg shells. The 
collection of the branches is called an "Easter Hunting."

8 4 2 12 1 Chicarra Bugs come out at Easter

8 5 May

8 5 1 May Day

8 5 1 1 1 Children decorate crosses and parade through the streets on the 
first day of May.

8 5 1 2 1 People climb to the top of Arthur's Seat and watch the sun rise.

8 5 1 3 1 Make baskets filled with flowers and attach a note saying "Happy 
May Day."  Give to mothers and widows.

8 5 1 4 1 Dance around the May Pole.

8 5 1 4 2 May Pole Dance

8 5 1 4 3 May Pole Dance

8 5 1 5 1 May fest Celebration:  Description of a town May Day celebration.

8 5 2 Memorial Day

8 5 2 1 1 Go to the cemetery and clean grave stones.

8 5 2 2 1 Put flowers on relatives' graves

8 5 2 3 1 Family Reunion held over this holiday week-end.

8 5 2 4 1 Military salute at the Battleground National Cemetery
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8 5 3 1 1 Mother's Day Kids make mother breakfast

8 6 June

8 7 July

8 7 1 July Fourth

8 7 1 1 1 Family holds a patriotic concert in the gazebo.

8 7 1 2 1 Baby Carriage Parade - decorate baby carriages and parade 
through town - Judges pick the best carriage

8 7 1 3 1 Hold a Family Reunion on this day - exchange gifts with a relative.

8 7 1 4 1 Father reads Declaration of Independence to family

8 7 1 5 1 Young men of town dress up like Indians. Steal saddle horses 
and use them in the town parade.

8 7 1 6 1 Family fills a bathtub with ice and Dr. Pepper and then the whole 
family plays croquet

8 7 1 7 1 Family has an outdoor breakfast, softball game, water fight, and 
political debate

8 7 2 July 24th

8 7 2 1 1 Use old harnesses and saddles on horses used in Pioneer Day 
parade.

8 7 2 2 1 Go to the town parade with family

8 7 2 3 1 Go to town rodeo with family

8 8 August
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8 9 September

8 9 1 Swiss Days

8 9 1 1 1 A Swiss Miss contest and Talent show held the Saturday before 
Labor Day

8 9 1 2 1 Flag Raising Ceremony followed by a Chuck Wagon breakfast to 
open the Swiss Days festivities.

8 9 1 3 1 Parade through Midway - Prizes given for best costumes and 
floats

8 9 1 4 1 At Swiss Days there are vending booths and games for the 
children.

8 10 October

8 10 0 Misc

8 10 0 1 1 Mischief night is the night before Halloween. The children spend 
the night playing all kinds of pranks on people

8 10 1 All Saints Day / Dia 
De Los Santos

8 10 1 1 1 Wreaths are placed on the graves in the cemetery

8 10 1 2 1 A Kite Contest is held on All Saint's Day.

8 10 1 3 1 At midnight, townspeople and musicians enter cemetery. People 
hire musicians to serenade their dead friends/family.

8 10 1 4 1 Fiambre, a special meal, is prepared on the All Saint's Day.

8 10 1 5 1 Celebrate by taking turns hitting a piñata and eating the candy that 
eventually spills out.
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8 10 2 Halloween

8 10 2 1 1 The Monday before Halloween the family carves pumpkins.  This 
is a Family Home Evening activity

8 10 2 2 1 On the Monday before Halloween, each member of the family 
takes turns telling scary stories. (They must end happily however)

8 10 2 3 1 Serve children a "Mixed-up Dinner" before children go trick or 
treating.

8 10 2 4 1 Eat split pea soup before trick or treating.

8 10 2 5 1 Neighborhood party for children held before trick or treating.

8 10 2 6 1 Ring the church bells at midnight on Halloween to break up the 
witches' parties.

8 10 2 7 1 On Halloween, the workers at the dental office wear ugly false 
teeth.

8 10 2 8 1 Tip over outhouses on Halloween. Preferable to tip an outhouse 
with someone in it.

8 10 2 8 2 Tipping outhouses on Halloween.

8 10 2 8 3 Tip over outhouses when a person is inside.

8 10 2 9 1 Move outhouse so those who try to tip it fall into the hole.

8 10 2 9 2 Move the outhouse so that those who try to tip it will fall into the 
hole.

8 10 2 10 1 Take a wagon apart and then put it together in a tree.

8 10 2 10 2 Take a wagon apart and put it together on top of a barn or roof.

Tuesday, February 03, 2004 Page 65 of 91



A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

8 10 2 11 1 Place dog poo in a bag and lit it on fire. Then ring and run.  When 
person tries to stamp out fire, s/he steps in poo.

8 10 2 11 2 Put a bag of manure on a porch and light it on fire. Then ring and 
run.

8 10 2 12 1 String someone's gate up a flagpole.

8 11 November

8 11 0 Misc

8 11 0 1 1 Child go door to door and recite a little poem. The people will 
usually give money or food.

8 11 1 Guy Fawkes Day

8 11 1 1 1 Guy Fawkes burned in effigy.

8 11 1 1 2 Burn Guy Fawkes in effigy.

8 11 1 2 1 Children ask passers by for "A Penny for Guy". They save the 
money and buy fireworks for the celebration

8 11 1 3 1 There are fireworks displays on the evening of Guy Fawkes day.

8 11 1 4 1 Everyone celebrates Guy Fawkes day on November 5.

8 11 2 November

8 11 2 1 1 Go hunting before Thanksgiving dinner.

8 11 2 1 2 Hunting after Thanksgiving dinner

8 11 2 2 1 Go bowling the morning of Thanksgiving

8 11 2 3 1 Play basketball on Thanksgiving night.
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8 11 2 3 2 Traditional fireworks display held while the bonfire is going.

8 11 2 4 1 Three kernels of corn are placed at each person's plate.  Each 
person has to say three things they are thankful for before dinner.

8 11 2 4 2 Take a kernel of corn and tell one thing you are grateful for.  This 
is done before the Thanksgiving meal.

8 11 2 4 3 Six candy corns are placed near each plate. Person must say six 
things they are grateful for before eating Thanksgiving dinner.

8 11 2 5 1 Before saying grace each person must say what they are 
thankful for.

8 11 2 5 2 After the prayer, family talks about what they are thankful for.

8 11 2 6 1 Description of family's Thanksgiving day.

8 11 2 7 1 Have "Jack Horner Pie" after dinner - Take a round laundry basket 
and fill it with gifts. The gifts have strings on them. The family 
pulls a gift out.

8 11 2 8 1 Every family member must tell a story after Thanksgiving dinner.

8 11 2 9 1 On Thanksgiving they do not eat the traditional food.

8 11 2 10 1 While the Thanksgiving meal is being prepared, the rest of the 
family puts up Christmas decorations.

8 11 2 10 2 Day after Thanksgiving the family picks out the Christmas tree.

8 11 2 10 3 On Thanksgiving eve the mother gets out the nativity scene and 
sets it in the living room.

8 11 2 11 1 Family would go and look in store windows and then visit a family

8 12 December
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8 12 1 Christmas

8 12 1 0

8 12 1 0 1 1 19-M-R-C-77 -- placed above the door of each room. It 
represents the year and the initials of the three wise men.

8 12 1 0 2 1 Celebrate Christmas Adam (Dec 23 - Joseph Smith's birthday) 
Family makes treats all day and then delivers them that night.

8 12 1 0 3 1 Put all that candy that you don't like on a toy train and pass it 
around until someone who likes it takes it.

8 12 1 0 4 1 Because the family was so busy in the flower shop until the day 
of Christmas, they were to tired for Christmas eve celebrations.

8 12 1 0 5 1 Celebrates Russian Christmas -- held January 6. Children stay 
home from school. They have a special supper and fix Russian 
bread.

8 12 1 1 Christmas: 
Preparation, Eve, 
and Day

8 12 1 1 1 1 Christmas Family Home Evenings. The Mondays before they 
decorate the tree, make gingerbread houses and give gifts to 
neighbors.

8 12 1 1 2 1 Description of picking out the tree, Christmas Eve, and Christmas 
day.

8 12 1 1 3 1 General description of Christmas Eve and Day

8 12 1 1 4 1 Preparation for Christmas and Christmas eve and day.  Decorate 
tree during a Family Home Evening.

8 12 1 1 5 1 Description of preparation from December first. Includes 
discussion of Day and Eve.
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8 12 1 1 6 1 Description of Preparations and Christmas Eve.

8 12 1 1 7 1 Preparation, Eve, and Day described.

8 12 1 1 8 1 Comparison of three generations of Christmases (Prep, eve, day)

8 12 1 1 9 1 Description of preparation and Christmas Eve.  Whoever finds the 
nut in the pudding gets to open the first present.

8 12 1 1 10 1 Describes Eve and Day; Elaborate morning ceremony where 
children line up with candles and enter room with presents.

8 12 1 1 11 1 Preparation, Eve, and Day

8 12 1 2 Christmas Eve

8 12 1 2 1 Evening Activities

8 12 1 2 1 1 1 Family goes to midnight mass.

8 12 1 2 1 2 1 Description of Christmas Eve

8 12 1 2 1 3 1 Description of Christmas Eve: A Meal, A Program, and Volleyball

8 12 1 2 1 4 1 Description of Eve activities: Make and decorate cookies, eat, 
open a present, leave food for Santa.

8 12 1 2 1 5 1 Description of Eve: Dinner, program, singing, gifts, food for Santa.

8 12 1 2 1 6 1 Christmas Eve Activities: read scriptures, open one present.

8 12 1 2 1 7 1 Description of Eve activities: Dinner, program, singing, stockings, 
prayers and bedtime.

8 12 1 2 1 8 1 Christmas Eve Activities: Pizza dinner, Scripture reading, other 
readings, open one gift.
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8 12 1 2 1 9 1 Family plays the Chipmunks Christmas album and dances

8 12 1 2 1 10 1 Christmas Eve: Open one present and read from the Bible

8 12 1 2 1 11 1 Christmas Eve Activities: Program, and siblings give each other 
gifts.

8 12 1 2 1 11 2 Family acts out Christmas story with nativity set

8 12 1 2 1 11 3 Family performs the nativity story

8 12 1 2 1 12 1 Christmas Eve Activities: Pizza dinner, read from Bible, open one 
present, hang stockings, leave something for Santa, hold family 
prayer.

8 12 1 2 1 13 1 Christmas Eve Activities: Dinner, Bible reading, open all the 
Christmas presents.

8 12 1 2 1 14 1 Christmas Eve Activities: Make treats for neighbors and go 
caroling, read story from Bible and act it out, make birthday cake 
for Jesus.

8 12 1 2 1 15 1 Christmas Eve Activities: Open one present at grandma's house, 
sing songs, return home and sleep.

8 12 1 2 1 16 1 Christmas Eve Activities: Go to Grandparents' house, put on a 
play, Bible reading, Music, go home and open one gift.

8 12 1 2 1 17 1 Christmas Eve Activities: Dinner, carols, Bible reading, Open one 
present, play games until tired.

8 12 1 2 1 18 1 Christmas Eve Activities: Swedish Dinner, open presents from 
family.

8 12 1 2 1 19 1 Christmas Eve Activities: Dinner, Christmas readings, Singing, 
Book of Mormon and Bible reading, Hang stockings.
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8 12 1 2 1 20 1 Christmas Eve Activities: Formal Dinner, Bible Reading, Christmas 
readings, Watch Christmas videos, Open one present.

8 12 1 2 1 21 1 Christmas Eve Tea and Cookie: Invite neighbors over for food 
from 7-9pm. Go to mass. Hang stockings, Santa visits.

8 12 1 2 1 22 1 Christmas Eve Activities: Put on pajamas, have a milk shake, put 
star on the tree.

8 12 1 2 1 23 1 Go to Indian Reservation and give fruit baskets to Indians.

8 12 1 2 1 24 1 Christmas Eve: Go to grandpa's -- he gives stockings, some 
money and a case of food to help enhance food storage.

8 12 1 2 1 25 1 The family dresses in pajamas and drives around town looking at 
lights. While driving they drink hot chocolate and eat doughnuts.

8 12 1 2 2 Christmas Eve 
Dinner/Food

8 12 1 2 2 1 1 Christmas Eve Dinner/Food: Ham and Turkey dinner. Later, each 
drank a cup of German chocolate.

8 12 1 2 2 2 1 Christmas Eve Dinner/Food: Have a simple supper which reminds 
family of Christ. A Soup and Bread dinner.

8 12 1 2 2 2 2 Family eats simple finger foods on Christmas Eve

8 12 1 2 2 3 1 Christmas Eve Dinner: Dress up in robes and eat on a blanket. Eat 
food the wise men would have eaten.

8 12 1 2 2 4 1 Christmas Eve Dinner: Each Christmas there is a candlelight 
supper which consists of take-out Chinese food.

8 12 1 2 2 5 1 Christmas Eve Dinner: The family makes Christmas Eve dinner 
together.

Tuesday, February 03, 2004 Page 71 of 91



A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

8 12 1 2 2 6 1 Christmas Eve Dinner: Family gets McDonald's food to go and 
then eat it at home by candlelight.

8 12 1 2 2 7 1 Christmas Eve Dinner: Oyster Soup (potato soup is also prepared 
for those who don't like oysters)

8 12 1 2 2 8 1 Eat tea rings and drink egg nog from special cups on Christmas 
Eve.

8 12 1 2 2 9 1 Father makes secret fruit salad on Christmas Eve.

8 12 1 2 2 10 1 Family eats potatoes soup on Christmas eve because their 
ancestors could only splurge on cream and onions on Christmas 
eve.

8 12 1 2 2 11 1 Eat a traditional Cuban Christmas eve meal including roast pig and 
turon.

8 12 1 2 2 16 1 Family eats one spoonful of black-eyed peas for luck

8 12 1 2 3 Christmas Eve 
Gifts/Gift Opening

8 12 1 2 3 1 1 Mother and sisters open one gift on Christmas Eve: Each 
receives an identical nightgown in which they have their picture 
taken.

8 12 1 2 3 1 2 Open one present on Christmas eve -- the gift is new pajamas

8 12 1 2 3 1 3 On Christmas eve every child receives new pajamas.  They wear 
them to bed so they look nice for pictures Christmas morning

8 12 1 2 3 1 4 Open one present on Christmas Eve which consists of new 
pajamas and slippers. They are worn to bed that night.

8 12 1 2 3 1 6 Family gets new pajamas at Christmas

8 12 1 2 10 2 Father reads the Christmas story from Luke
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8 12 1 3 Christmas Day

8 12 1 3 0 Misc

8 12 1 3 0 1 1 After Christmas dinner the family runs around the house three 
times to try to digest quicker

8 12 1 3 1 Christmas Breakfast

8 12 1 3 1 1 1 Mom hides a nut in morning sweet role. The first person to find it 
gets a prize. This way children eat breakfast Christmas morning.

8 12 1 3 1 2 1 Family eats green scrambled eggs and ham on Christmas morning.

8 12 1 3 1 3 1 Christmas morning was the only morning in the year that the 
family ate breakfast together. It is a "fancy" breakfast.

8 12 1 3 1 4 1 Family eats a large breakfast after opening presents.  This was 
considered the Christmas meal.

8 12 1 3 1 5 1 Family eats Finnin Hattie for breakfast (cured cod) For those who 
don't like it, waffles are also prepared.

8 12 1 3 1 8 1 mother cooks Christmas breakfast from the Relief Society 
cookbook on Christmas Morning

8 12 1 3 2 Lining up/Parading to 
the presents

8 12 1 3 2 1 1 Children line up from youngest to oldest and enter the present 
room one at a time.

8 12 1 3 2 1 2 Children line up and enter front room together. Then they stand 
behind "their" chair and get their picture taken. Then stockings are 
passed out.
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8 12 1 3 2 1 3 After eating breakfast, the children march around the home 
(making sure the beds are made) and then into the room where 
the presents are.

8 12 1 3 3 The Present Opening 
Process

8 12 1 3 3 1 1 Eat Breakfast, clean up, go into living room with Messiah playing, 
open stockings, then open presents youngest to oldest.

8 12 1 3 3 2 1 Present Process: Wake parents, Everyone gets dressed and 
lines up to enter the room. Presents are distributed, opened, and 
batteries are passed out.

8 12 1 3 4 Christmas Day 
Dinner/Food

8 12 1 3 4 1 1 Dinner consists of lamb, raw fish dipped in coconut milk, and trifle.

8 12 1 3 4 2 1 For Christmas dinner every member of the family gets to pick 
what they want to eat.

8 12 1 3 4 3 1 Description of the family Christmas buffet.

8 12 1 3 5 Christmas Day and 
Grandparents

8 12 1 3 5 1 1 When grandma puts a lighted candle in the window the children 
come over and eat chili

8 12 1 3 5 2 1 Grandparents are called and they come over before the presents 
are opened.

8 12 1 3 5 3 1 On Christmas day family goes to grandparents, eats, and plays 
Bingo

8 12 1 3 9 1 Everyone receives a tangerine in his stocking, an orange, orange 
rolls and some sort of orange juice mixture

Tuesday, February 03, 2004 Page 74 of 91



A B C D E F G Category A Category B Category C Description

FOLKLORE ARCHIVES -- CUSTOMS

8 12 1 4 Christmas Food

8 12 1 4 1 1 Christmas Cookies: Family makes batches of cookies together 2 
days before Christmas. Their favorite is the Snicker Doodle

8 12 1 4 1 2 Christmas Cookies: Aunt gives the family 10 coffee tins of 
cookies at the beginning of the Holiday season.

8 12 1 4 2 1 Borstt Plaat - A Dutch chocolate candy made every Christmas at 
this family's house.

8 12 1 4 3 1 Mother makes Stollen to be eaten after the gifts are opened.

8 12 1 4 4 1 Scrapple - a dish made of ground meat and spices is made in this 
family on the day before Christmas Eve.

8 12 1 4 5 1 Gingerbread House: Family makes and decorates it and then eats 
it on New Year's Eve.

8 12 1 4 6 1 Baby Jesus Birthday Cake: Eaten after Christmas dinner. Sing 
Happy Birthday to Jesus.

8 12 1 4 6 2 Baby Jesus Birthday Cake: Make a cake for Jesus and sing 
Happy Birthday to him.

8 12 1 4 7 1 A nut is placed in the pudding and the person who finds it gets to 
open the first gift.

8 12 1 4 7 2 Hide a nut in the Christmas morning sweet role. The person who 
finds it gets a trinket.

8 12 1 4 7 3 Person with the almond in their tapioca pudding gets a small prize

8 12 1 4 8 1 Females in the family take turns sneaking cream puffs from the 
fridge until they are gone

8 12 1 4 9 1 Family takes present to less fortunates, rings the doorbell and 
ditches the presents
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8 12 1 5 Gift Giving / Opening

8 12 1 5 1 1 Siblings draw a name out of the hat and they get a Christmas 
present for that sibling.

8 12 1 5 1 2 Draw family member's name out of a hat and buy a present for 
that person.

8 12 1 5 2 1 Each person draws the name of a family member out of a hat. 
The family then goes to the store and try to find the favorite food 
item of the person they drew.

8 12 1 5 3 1 Each person is assigned a family member for whom they must 
make a hand made gift to be given Christmas Eve.

8 12 1 5 4 1 Open one present a week before Christmas. On Christmas eve 
buy a new ornament for the tree.

8 12 1 5 5 1 Open one gift Christmas Eve.  The gift was from a family member.

8 12 1 5 5 2 Open one gift Christmas eve and the remaining gifts Christmas 
morning.

8 12 1 5 5 3 Open one gift on Christmas Eve.

8 12 1 5 6 1 Wait until Christmas eve to put the presents from the 
grandparents under the tree.

8 12 1 5 7 1 Pass out all the presents under the tree then begin opening (one 
present at a time) from youngest to oldest.

8 12 1 5 8 1 Presents are passed out and gifts are opened one by one while 
the rest of the family watches.

8 12 1 5 8 2 Presents are passed out and everyone watches while one 
person opens his/her present.
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8 12 1 5 9 1 The person who finds the nut in the pudding gets to open the first 
present. Then opening goes from youngest to oldest beginning 
with the winner.

8 12 1 5 10 1 Every child had to recite a piece before receiving his/her gift from 
his/her grandparents.

8 12 1 5 10 1 Presents are covered with knotted strings. Children had to undo 
every knot before they could open the present.

8 12 1 5 11 1 Open gifts at 12 am Christmas morning.

8 12 1 5 11 1 There is always a present under the tree for the family pets.

8 12 1 5 12 1 Parents and children open presents at 7am Christmas Morning. 
Then parents go back to bed until noon. Children must not disturb 
them.

8 12 1 5 12 1 On Christmas day gifts and stockings are organized into piles for 
each child.

8 12 1 5 13 1 The one who shouts "Christmas Gift" first on Christmas morning 
receives a gift.

8 12 1 5 14 1 Every year the person chooses a theme for her gifts. She gives 
mugs, for example, that are personalized or frames.

8 12 1 5 15 1 The children were given a wind-up toy at Christmas if they were 
especially good that year.

8 12 1 5 16 1 A new puzzle is put out every year for Christmas which the 
children work on until Christmas day.

8 12 1 5 17 1 Children draw names and make a special card for the person 
they drew.  The card is wrapped and placed on the tree until 
Christmas eve.

8 12 1 5 18 1 Make goodie plates to give to neighbors and friends.
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8 12 1 5 19 1 Do the Twelve Days of Christmas for two or three families in the 
neighborhood.

8 12 1 5 20 1 Giving to the needy/lonely: Family makes spud nuts and takes 
them to a lonely person and visits.

8 12 1 5 20 2 Giving to the needy/lonely: Family provides Christmas for a needy 
family and takes it over on Christmas eve.

8 12 1 5 20 3 Giving to the needy/lonely: On Christmas eve, the family wraps 
presents they bought for a needy family and delivers them (they 
ring and run).

8 12 1 6 The Tree

8 12 1 6 1 1 On Christmas eve, after the tree is trimmed, the family dances 
around the Christmas tree holding hands and singing.

8 12 1 6 2 1 Family goes to a forest, picks out a tree and cuts it down.

8 12 1 6 3 1 The family Christmas tree never had lights (candles) because 
their father was afraid of fire.

8 12 1 6 4 1 The tree is picked out and decorated with tiny wood ornaments.  
The candles on the tree are not lit until Christmas morning.

8 12 1 6 5 1 A Spritza is placed on top of the tree. It is a ball with needles and 
bells attached to it.

8 12 1 6 5 2 Tree Top Ornament: An Angel -- The angel is placed on top of the 
tree

8 12 1 6 6 1 The couple buys one Christmas ornament a year.

8 12 1 6 6 2 Buy a new ornament on Christmas eve.

8 12 1 6 7 1 Leave one ornament on the tree when you throw it out. It is a gift 
to Christmas. If the ornament isn't left, Christmas won't come back
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8 12 1 6 8 1 Ornaments are bought to match the personalities of the family 
members

8 12 1 7 Stockings

8 12 1 7 1 1 Describes what is in the stocking and when it is put out.

8 12 1 7 2 1 Description of Stocking Hanging: Hang it Christmas Eve, put a 
note in it for Santa. Santa leaves a note for you plus candy and 
gifts.

8 12 1 7 3 1 Getting Coal in your stocking.  Ratio of coal to goodies indicates 
how good you were during the year.

8 12 1 7 4 1 Unusual food in the stocking: Pickles in the stocking.  Family 
members get pickles in their stockings every year.

8 12 1 7 4 2 Unusual Food in the Stockings: Olives in the stockings every year.

8 12 1 7 5 1 Hang Stockings on a broom stick placed between two chairs.  
This is done Christmas Eve.

8 12 1 7 6 1 Santa places each child's stocking on a chair with all his/her 
presents surrounding it.

8 12 1 7 7 1 Each day during the week before Christmas Day, children get a 
little gift in their stockings.

8 12 1 8 Santa

8 12 1 8 1 1 Santa leaves a flashlight by the bed of each child so he/she can 
get up and wander around in the night without disturbing the 
parents.

8 12 1 8 2 1 Children leave food for Santa and the Reindeer Food placed next 
to the hearth
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8 12 1 8 2 2 Food left out for Santa - Oyster Stew. This dish was also Dad's 
favorite.

8 12 1 8 2 3 Leave Food for Santa - Cookies and Hot Chocolate

8 12 1 8 3 1 Santa comes Christmas day and pulls on the big toe of the 
children who have been good and will get presents.

8 12 1 8 4 1 Father Christmas comes during family feast on Christmas day

8 12 1 8 5 1 St. Nikalaus comes on December 6th and assesses the children's 
behavior over the past year deciding whether to give gifts or coal.

8 12 1 8 6 1 Put shoes out with straw or carrots for St. Nick's horse. He leave 
gifts or coal in the shoe.

8 12 1 8 6 2 Puts shoes out with straw for St. Nick's horse. He leaves gifts or 
coal.

8 12 1 8 6 3 December 5 leave shoe out for Das Kristkind who will leave a gift 
for good children. Black Peter leaves coal for naughty children.

8 12 1 8 8 1 Family goes to ZCMI for picture with Santa Claus

8 12 1 9 Elves

8 12 1 9 1 1 A month or two before Christmas put little elves in home. Tell 
Children that the elves will report to Santa when he comes.

8 12 1 9 1 2 Place Christmas elf in house and tell children he will report to 
Santa Christmas eve.

8 12 1 9 2 1 Children told that any time of year Santa's elves may be 
watching.  If child hears knock on window at night, s/he knows 
s/he's been good.
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8 12 1 10 Nativity Scenes -- 
Live and/or Hand 
made

8 12 1 10 1 1 As children set up the porcelain nativity scene they have to say 
what role the item they are holding played in the story.

8 12 1 10 1 2

8 12 1 10 2 1 Read the Christmas story from the Bible while the children play 
the parts.

8 12 1 10 2 2 Re-enact manger scene

8 12 1 10 2 3 Re-enact manger scene on Christmas Eve.

8 12 1 10 2 4

8 12 1 10 2 5

8 12 1 10 2 6

8 12 1 10 3 1 Take pictures of children in nativity scenes and on Christmas Eve 
show slides and read story from Bible.

8 12 1 11 Caroling/Singing

8 12 1 11 1 1 Carol to friends and neighbors and deliver a gift.

8 12 1 11 2 1 Family holds a Christmas open house.

8 12 1 11 3 1 Christmas Sing-Along:  Family gathers, sings and eats.

8 12 1 11 4 1 Before eating Christmas dinner family sings 12 days of Christmas

8 12 1 11 5 1 Family sings Christmas song that family member wrote
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8 12 1 12 Christmas Parties

8 12 1 12 1 1 Family holds a huge Christmas Eve party. Extended family attends.

8 12 1 12 2 1 Family holds an Extended Family Christmas Party during 
December.

8 12 1 12 3 1 Community Christmas Party is held every year.

8 12 1 12 4 1 Ward Christmas Party

8 12 1 12 5 1 Friends gather for an annual Christmas Party

8 12 1 13 Calendars

8 12 1 13 1 1 Christmas Advent Calendar Shaped like a tree. The children got a 
piece of candy each day from the tree in December.

8 12 1 13 2 1 Four Candles are placed in a Pine Bough. One is lit the first 
Sunday in December. Two on the Second Sunday and so on.

8 12 1 14 Yearly Activities

8 12 1 14 1 1 Friends Make Predictions for their Friends during the coming year.

8 12 1 14 2 1 Send out a Family Newsletter

8 12 1 14 3 1 Every Year at Christmas the Family has a Family Portrait taken

8 12 1 15 Christmas Jokes, 
Pranks &/or Practical 
Jokes

8 12 1 15 1 1 Christmas Tree-ing: Kids take trees dumped after Christmas and 
place them on lawns and porches
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8 12 1 15 2 1 Parents set up a string with pans to catch children sneaking up to 
see presents.

8 12 2 Boxing Day

8 12 2 1 1 Give money and food to people who deliver to you

8 12 2 2 1 Rich people box left over food and give it to the poor.

8 13 Birthday

8 13 0 Misc

8 13 0 1 1 Coworkers build birthday tree for birthday person.

8 13 1 Birthday Meals

8 13 1 1 1 Birthday Person gets to pick his/her own meal.  The family also 
eats a special breakfast that day.

8 13 1 1 2

8 13 1 1 3

8 13 1 2 1 Birthday Person is taken out to dinner at the restaurant of his/her 
choice.

8 13 1 3 1 Family makes homemade ice cream. The only one who doesn't 
have to turn the crank on the ice cream maker is the Birthday 
person.

8 13 1 4 1 Birthday person get breakfast in bed as well as gifts

8 13 1 4 2 Parents given breakfast in bed on their birthday

8 13 1 6 3 1 Nelson family celebrates birthdays and anniversaries in one 
monthly party
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8 13 2 Songs

8 13 2 1 1 Family sings a unique introduction to the birthday song

8 13 2 2 1 Ja mo Han leve: Swedish Birthday Song; American family sings 
this to every birthday person

8 13 2 3 1 Fraternity Birthday Song

8 13 2 4 1 Sing "Count The Years" and "Misery" after the traditional birthday 
song.

8 13 2 4 2 Happy birthday, there are people dying everywhere

8 13 2 5 1 Special Birthday song sung the night before and the morning of 
the birthday.

8 13 2 6 1 Sing the birthday song as loud and out of tune as possible

8 13 3 Gifts

8 13 3 1 The Presenting of 
Gifts

8 13 3 1 1 1 Just Play Ignorant - Gifts placed behind birthday person's chair 
while s/he is eating. Someone points them out to him/her.

8 13 3 1 2 1 Presents are hidden. Birthday person must play Hotter/Colder to 
find them.

8 13 3 2 Special Gifts

8 13 3 2 1 1 Birthday person always receives one gift wrapped in a paper 
bag.

8 13 3 2 2 1 A gold ring (designed for the birthday girl) is given on the 12th 
birthday.
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8 13 4 Birthday person gives something to or does something for givers

8 13 4 1 1 Give a kiss to each family member as they give you a gift

8 13 4 2 1 Birthday person gives gifts to family members

8 13 4 3 1 Birthday Person must wish for something to happen for the 
person giving him/her the gift.

8 13 5 Spanking/Bumps

8 13 5 1 1 Birthday person is spanked for every year of life plus one to 
grow on.

8 13 5 2 1 Birthday Person bumped on the floor for each year of his/her life

8 13 6 Parties

8 13 6 1 1 Theme birthday parties in which all activities revolve around 
theme.  Describes Hawaiian party

8 13 6 2 1 An Old Age Party - (for a 30th/40th b-day) all gifts and activities 
poke fun at growing old

8 13 7 Prayer

8 13 7 1 1 Dinner prayer centers on Birthday person

8 13 7 1 2

8 13 8 Gift Opening Games 
and Rhymes

8 13 8 1 1 King's Chair: Person says rhyme and ask what receiver will do 
with gift. Receiver answers then opens present.

8 13 8 2 1 Say "Heavy Heavy Hang Over" rhyme and bump the person's 
head with the gift. The receiver makes a wish for the giver.
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8 13 8 2 2

8 13 8 2 3

8 13 8 2 4

8 13 8 3 1 Receiver must guess who is giving the gift. After guessing the 
receiver makes a wish for the giver.

8 13 9 Celebratory Food

8 13 9 1 1 After Opening gifts, the cake is brought to Birthday person.  After 
singing etc, Birthday person cuts cake and distributes it.

8 13 9 2 1 German Chocolate Cake for Birthday Cake

8 13 9 3 1 Birthday Pie instead of Birthday Cake

8 13 9 4 1 Birthday Person cannot speak while eating b-day pie/cake. If s/he 
does, s/he gets a spank for every word from every person 
present.

8 13 9 5 1 Present one-year-old with his/her own b-day cake to eat/demolish

8 13 10 Candles

8 13 10 1 1 Light one candle on cake for year birthday person has been 
alive.  Sing "Happy Birthday" to b-day person. B-day person 
blows out candles

8 13 10 2 1 To blow out candles, take a deep breath; hold in air allowing it to 
change to carbon monoxide, then blow. Can blow more candles 
this way.

8 14 Wedding 
Anniversary
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8 14 1 1 Save the top of the wedding cake and eat it on wedding 
anniversary.  It ensures a happy future and a good year.

8 14 1 2 Eat top of Wedding cake on first anniversary

8 14 1 3

8 14 2 1 Have one bottle of champagne on your first anniversary

8 14 3 1 Do sealing at the temple on wedding anniversary

8 14 4 1 Go camping with family on wedding Anniversary

8 15 Social Gatherings

8 15 1 1 The Old Folks Sociable: Held to honor citizens over 75.

8 15 2 1 Turkey and Sauerkraut Dinner and Bazaar:  Held every fall by the 
ward to raise money.

8 15 3 1 Hog Slaughter Dinner and Dance: All night get together which 
include slaughtering and cooking a pig and square dancing.

9 RELIGION

9 0 Misc

9 0 1 1 Object Lesson to Teach Chastity using a Marshmallow/Banana/or 
unwrapped piece of gum. The girls touch it & are asked if they 
would eat it.

9 0 2 1 Friendship Basket: During Relief Society one woman tells a little 
bit about another woman in the group and gives her a basket of 
treats.

9 0 3 1 After church meeting, Tongan members hang their ties in the 
church and leave them their until the next Sunday.
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9 0 4 1 BYU student begins talks with introduction of where she is from 
and what her major is and that she is pregnant

9 0 5 1 Boy used to put Binaca in the sacrament water

9 0 6 1 Family bears testimonies to one anther on a regular basis

9 1 Initiations Initiation into Groups associated with a Religion

9 1 1 1 Convince girls you are going to make a loud Moose call using the 
ring from a pop can. Put ring to lips; Say "Here, Moosie, Moosie."

9 1 2 1 Tell new girl to bring a carrot for goat. Blindfold her then ask if 
she wants to see goat. They hold a mirror to her while she takes 
off her blindfold.

9 1 3 1 Tell new Deacon that he gets to keep 10% of the fast offerings 
he collects.

9 1 4 1 Convince first-time Home Teacher that they are going to teach a 
Mormon Hater. Companion rings and runs and so does new 
person.

9 2 Pranks

9 2 1 1 Bake Motherland Blue into all the brownies at the MTC. A few 
hours later, all the missionary's urine is blue.

9 2 2 1 Set a slow fuse to fireworks so they will go off during a church 
meeting.

9 3 Ceremonies & Rituals

9 3 1 1 Mia Maid Rose Ceremony: Each girl chooses a color to represent 
her life White=Purities) The girls carry that color rose throughout 
the ceremony
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9 3 2 1 Description of passing the sacrament in a Mormon sacrament 
meeting.

9 3 3 1 Virgin de Guadalupe: When someone travels the family lights a 
candle in the window and prayers for their safety. The candle 
had a picture of the virgin on it.

9 3 4 1 La Vara: Religious statues are carried around the town and 
faithful members follow it (they are usually barefooted.)

9 3 5 1 Sac & Pox Adoption Ceremony: If a male member of the tribe dies 
someone must adopted to fill his place. The ceremony is 
described.

9 3 6 1 The Indian Ceremonial held in autumn by the Navajo's is described 
in detail

9 3 7 1 Native American healing ritual described.

9 3 8 1 Making a Prayer bag is described.

10 DEATH / 
FUNERALS

10 0 Misc

10 0 1 1 Description of taking body to a burial island.  Story about a body 
that escaped from the casket.

10 0 2 1 When a person dies the living individual must distort his/her body. 
i.e. poke out an eye, cut off a limb.

10 0 3 1 White clothes hung in the funeral hall

10 1 Pre-Funeral
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10 1 1 1 There is a special room in each house in which to keep a corpse.  
Corpses are kept for nine days. The room is covered with pine 
boughs.

10 1 2 1 When someone dies, dress in black

10 1 3 1 Sitting with the dead for several days/weeks

10 1 3 2

10 1 4 1 Put soap over all windows and mirrors after someone dies.

10 1 5 1 Preparing for Burial: Bury person with food, clothing, and 
weapons to get him through to the spirit world.

10 1 6 1 When the mortician returned with the embalmed body, the town 
would meet it and accompany it to the chapel for its funeral

10 2 Funeral

10 2 1 1 Friends and relatives say farewell to the body and drink scotch in 
honor of it. Then men bury the casket.

10 2 2 1 Description of preparing the body for and burning of the body.

10 2 3 1 Description of Indonesian funeral

10 2 4 1 When someone dies, the family gets together at the church for a 
luncheon hosted by the Relief Society

10 2 4 2 There is a similarity in the types of foods present at Mormon 
funerals

10 2 5 1 Mary Frances Marsden died of a malignant brain tumor, but BYU 
still graduated her and her funeral was a celebration of her life, 
instead of a lamentation of her death
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10 2 6 1 Alarm sounded three times at father's funeral to signify him being 
called home

10 3 Post Funeral

10 3 1 1 On first anniversary of death, visit body and wash bones with 
alcohol. Then place bones in a jar.

10 4 Pranks

10 4 1 1 When a mourner left the room where the body was, the others 
propped the body in a chair. It frightened the person when s/he 
re-entered the room
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