
Best Books of 2008 for Young Adult Readers 

Sun and moon, ice and snow by Jessica Day George.  A girl travels east of the sun and west of the moon to free her 
beloved prince from a magic spell. 

Lock and key : a novel by Sarah Dessen.  When she is abandoned by her alcoholic mother, high school senior Ruby 
winds up living with Cora, the sister she has not seen for ten years, and learns about Cora's new life, what makes a 
family, how to allow people to help her when she needs it, and that she too has something to offer others. 

Graceling by Kristin Cashore.  In a world where some people are born with extreme and often-feared skills called 
Graces, Katsa struggles for redemption from her own horrifying Grace, the Grace of killing, and teams up with 
another young fighter to save their land from a corrupt king. 

The hunger games by Suzanne Collins.  In a future North America, where the rulers of Panem maintain control 
through an annual televised survival competition pitting young people from each of the twelve districts against 
one another, sixteen-year-old Katniss's skills are put to the test when she voluntarily takes her younger sister's 
place. 

A difficult boy by M.P. Barker.  In Farmington, Massachusetts, in 1839, nine-year-old Ethan experiences hardships 
as an indentured servant of the wealthy Lyman family alongside Daniel, a boy scorned simply for being Irish, and 
the boys bond as they try to right a terrible wrong. 

Airman by Eoin Colfer.  In the late nineteenth century, when Conor Broekhart discovers a conspiracy to overthrow 
the king, he is branded a traitor, imprisoned, and forced to mine for diamonds under brutal conditions while he 
plans a daring escape from Little Saltee prison by way of a flying machine that he must design, build, and, hardest 
of all, trust to carry him to safety. 

Little brother by Cory Doctorow.  After being interrogated for days by the Department of Homeland Security in the 
aftermath of a major terrorist attack on San Francisco, California, seventeen-year-old Marcus, released into what is 
now a police state, decides to use his expertise in computer hacking to set things right. 

Climbing the stairs by Padma Venkatraman.  In India, in 1941, when her father becomes brain-damaged in a non-
violent protest march, fifteen-year-old Vidya and her family are forced to move in with her father's extended 
family and become accustomed to a totally different way of life. 

The possibilities of sainthood by Donna Freitas. While regularly petitioning the Vatican to make her the first living 
saint, fifteen-year-old Antonia Labella prays to assorted patron saints for everything from help with preparing the 
family's fig trees for a Rhode Island winter to getting her first kiss from the right boy. 

Shift by Jennifer Bradbury. When best friends Chris and Win go on a cross country bicycle trek the summer after 
graduating and only one returns, the FBI wants to know what happened. 

Thornspell by Helen Lowe.  In this elaboration of "Sleeping Beauty," Prince Sigismund, having grown up in a remote 
castle dreaming of going on knightly quests, has had only a passing interest in the forbidden wood lying beyond 
the castle gates until a brief encounter with a beautiful and mysterious lady changes his life forever. 

Some of the Books I’m Looking Forward to In 2009 

Warrior Princess by Frewin Jones EOS February 2009 

The Season by Sarah MacLean Orchard Books March 2009 

The King’s Rose by Alisa M. Libby Dutton Children’s Books March 2009 

The Forest of Hand and Teeth by Carrie Ryan Delacorte Press March 2009 
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