World War II Juvenile Fiction and Nonfiction

Picture Books:
Borden, Louise. Across the blue Pacific: a World War II story -- 813 B64442abp

A woman reminisces about her neighbor's son who was the object of a letter writing campaign by some fourth-graders when he went away to war in 1943.

Borden, Louise. The little ships : the heroic rescue at Dunkirk in World War II -- 813 B64442L
A young English girl and her father take their sturdy fishing boat and join the scores of other civilian vessels crossing the English Channel in a daring attempt to rescue Allied and British troops trapped by Nazi soldiers at Dunkirk.

Hall, Donald. The Farm Summer 1942.   -- 813 H1412f
A boy stays on his grandparents' farm while his mother works in the war effort and his father serves on a destroyer in the Pacific.
Nelson, S.D. Quiet hero : the Ira Hayes story. -- 923 H327n
"A biography of Native American Ira Hayes, a shy, humble Pima Indian who fought in World War II as a Marine and was one of six soldiers to raise the U.S. flag on Iwo Jima, an event immortalized in Joe Rosenthal's famous photograph"--Provided by publisher.
Stevenson, James. Don't You Know There's a War On?  -- 928 St484d
The author recalls efforts on the homefront, including planting a victory garden and looking for spies

Chapter Books:

Bartoletti, Susan Campbell.  Hitler youth : growing up in Hitler’s shadow. -- 943.086 B2857h
By the time Hitler became Chancellor of Germany in 1933, 3.5 million children belonged to the Hitler Youth. It would become the largest youth group in history. Susan Campbell Bartoletti explores how Hitler gained the loyalty, trust, and passion of so many of Germany's young people. Her research includes telling interviews with surviving Hitler Youth members.

Bloor, Edward. London Calling. -- 813 B62321Lc

Seventh-grader Martin Conway believes that his life is monotonous and dull until the night the antique radio he uses as a night-light transports him to the bombing of London in 1940.

Bruchac, Joseph. Code Talker : a novel about the Navajo Marines of World War two -- 813 B834ct

After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages during World War II in their native tongue.

Fletcher, Christine. Ten cents a dance -- 813 F632122tc

In 1940s Chicago, fifteen-year-old Ruby hopes to escape poverty by becoming a taxi dancer in a nightclub, but the work has unforeseen dangers and hiding the truth from her family and friends becomes increasingly difficult.

Greenfeld, Howard. The Hidden Children. -- 940.53 G837h
The experiences of Jewish children who were forced to go into hiding during the Holocaust to survive.

Hughes, Dean. Soldier boys. -- 813 H8742sb
Two boys, one German and one American, are eager to join their respective armies during World War II, and their paths cross at the Battle of the Bulge.

Lowry, Lois. Number the Stars. -- 813 L955n
During the German occupation of Denmark, Annemarie helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis.

Nathan, Amy. Yankee doodle gals : women pilots of World War II -- 940.54 N195y

Here is the fascinating story of the first women to fly U.S. military aircraft—the Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASPs) of World War II. Although these pioneers were never allowed to fly in combat, they did fly in many essential wartime missions—some that the men didn’t even want to take on.

Salisbury, Graham. Eyes of the emperor. -- 813 Sa34e

Following orders from the United States Army, several young Japanese American men train K-9 units to hunt Asians during World War II.

Sullivan, Jacqueline Levering. Annie’s War -- 813 Su544111a

In 1946, imaginary conversations with President Truman help ten-year-old Annie cope with having to live with her grandmother in Walla Walla, Washington, her uncle's prejudice toward her grandmother's black tenant, and her intense desire for news of her father, a pilot in the Army Air Corps who was reported missing in action.

Tunnell, Michael O. Brothers in Valor : a story of resistance -- 813 T835bv
Three German teenagers who are members of the Mormon Church join forces to create a youth resistance movement during World War II, putting their lives at risk.

Tunnell, Michael O. The children of Topaz : the story of a Japanese American internment camp -- 940.53 T835c 

The diary of a third-grade class of Japanese-American children being held with their families in an internment camp during World War II.
Watkins, Yoko Kawashima. So far from the Bamboo Grove. -- 940.53 W328s 1994
A fictionalized autobiography in which eleven-year-old Yoko escapes from Korea to Japan with her mother and sister at the end of World War II.

Whitman, Sylvia. Children of the World War II home front -- 940.53 W595c

Explores the experiences of children living in the United States during World War II, including writing V-mail to soldiers, participating in air raid drills, planting Victory Gardens, buying stamps for war bonds, and gathering cooking grease and scrap metal for making bombs. Includes recipe for Make-Do Cake.

Yolen, Jane. The Devil's Arithmetic. -- 813 Y78da
Time travel places Hannah in the middle of a small Jewish village in Nazi-occupied Poland.
