12 of the Best Young Adult Novels from 2007-2008

Realistic Fiction:


Issue Driven:

Lock and key : a novel by Sarah Dessen.

When she is abandoned by her alcoholic mother, high school senior Ruby winds up living with Cora, the sister she has not seen for ten years, and learns about Cora's new life, what makes a family, how to allow people to help her when she needs it, and that she too has something to offer others.

The Year of My Miraculous Reappearance by Catherine Ryan Hyde

Cynnie takes care of herself—and more importantly, she takes care of her little brother, Bill. So it doesn't matter that her mom is drunk all the time. Cynnie's got her own life. Cynnie's the one Bill loves more than anyone. Cynnie's the real mother in the house. And if there's one thing she knows for sure, it's that she'll never, ever sink as low as her mother.  But when things start to fall apart, Cynnie needs a way to dull the pain. Never say never.


Lighthearted:

Suite Scarlett by Maureen Johnson

Scarlett is the third of four children in the Martin family. The Martins live in and manage a shabby hotel in NYC that dates back to the 1920s. When Scarlett turns 15, she is put in charge of one of the hotel's 27 rooms- the Empire Suite. Into this room moves Mrs. Amberson, a failed 1970s starlet who has returned to New York to write her memoirs. Soon, Scarlett is taking dictation, running around town with Mrs. Amberson, and getting caught up in her Auntie Mame-meets-Bianca Jagger adventures. 


How not to be popular by Jennifer Ziegler

Maggie Dempsey is tired of moving all over the country. Her parents are second-generation hippies who uproot her every year or so to move to a new city. When Maggie was younger, she thought it was fun and adventurous. Now that she’s a teenager, she hates it. When she moved after her freshman year, she left behind good friends, a great school, and a real feeling of belonging. When she moved her sophomore year, she left behind a boyfriend, too. Now that they’ve moved to Austin, she knows better. She’s not going to make friends. She’s not going to fit in. Anything to prevent her from liking this new place and them from liking her. Only . . . things don’t go exactly as planned.

Historical Fiction:

The silver cup by Constance Leeds.

In 1096, Anna, a German Catholic girl, and Leah, a German Jewish girl, strike up a remarkable friendship and make surprising discoveries about each other.

A difficult boy by M.P. Barker.

In Farmington, Massachusetts, in 1839, nine-year-old Ethan experiences hardships as an indentured servant of the wealthy Lyman family alongside Daniel, a boy scorned simply for being Irish, and the boys bond as they try to right a terrible wrong.

Fantasy:

Graceling by Kristin Cashore

Katsa has been able to kill a man with her bare hands since she was eight—she’s a Graceling, one of the rare people in her land born with an extreme skill. As niece of the king, she should be able to live a life of privilege, but Graced as she is with killing, she is forced to work as the king’s thug. She never expects to fall in love with beautiful Prince Po. She never expects to learn the truth behind her Grace—or the terrible secret that lies hidden far away . . . a secret that could destroy all seven kingdoms with words alone. 

The Warrior Heir by Cinda Williams Chima

An apparently ordinary 16-year-old boy turns out to have magical powers that make him a target of a covert society of wizards, enchanters, and warriors called the Weir.
Science Fiction:

The explosionist by Jenny Davidson.

In Scotland in the 1930s, fifteen-year-old Sophie, her friend Mikael, and her great-aunt Tabitha are caught up in a murder mystery involving terrorists and suicide-bombers whose plans have world-shaping consequences.

The hunger games by Suzanne Collins.

In a future North America, where the rulers of Panem maintain control through an annual televised survival competition pitting young people from each of the twelve districts against one another, sixteen-year-old Katniss's skills are put to the test when she voluntarily takes her younger sister's place.

Graphic Novel:
Laika  by Nick Abadzis ; color by Hilary Sycamore.
This is the journey of Laika, the abandoned puppy destined to become Earth's first space traveler. With the blending of fact and fiction, this story intertwines three compelling lives. Along with Laika, there is Korolev, a driven engineer at the top of the Soviet space program and Yelena, the lab technician responsible for Laika's health and life.

Re-gifters by written by Mike Carey ; art by Sonny Liew and Marc Hempel.
"Meet Jen Dik Seong -- or "Dixie" as she's known to her friends. She's living on the ragged edge of LA's Koreatown, and her only outlet is the ancient martial art of hapkido. In fact, she's on the verge of winning a championship -- until she falls for fellow hapkido fan/California surfer boy Adam and gets thrown spectacularly off her game. As she struggles to win the tournament -- not to mention Adam's affections -- Dixie learns that in love and in gift-giving, what goes around comes around”
	Just a few of my favorite authors:

Aiken, Joan 

Alexander, Lloyd 
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Cadnum, Michael

Dessen, Sarah

Duane, Diane

Farmer, Nancy

George, Jessica Day

Hanley, Victoria

Hite, Sid

Hoffman, Mary

Jones, Diana Wynne

Jordan, Sherryl
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Marsden, John
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	A few other great titles:

Wishing Moon / Michael Tunnell

Big Mouth and Ugly Girl / Joyce Carol Oates

Montmorency: Thief, Liar, Gentleman?  / Eleanor Updale

Mortal engines and Predators Gold / Philip Reeve

Keturah and Lord Death / by Martine Leavitt

Life as We Knew It / by Susan Beth Pfeffer

The Haunting of Alaizabel Cray / Chris Wooding

The Oracle Betrayed / Catherine Fisher

Airborn / Kenneth Oppel

The Amulet of Samarkand and The Golem’s Eye / Jonathan Stroud

The Singer of All Songs / Kate Constable




Great websites:

Teen Reads:  http://www.teenreads.com/          Teens Read Two: http://www.teensreadtoo.com/
